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Programme and Budget f or 1952 

The Committee commenced to discuss the Programme and Budget for 1952 at 
i t s third meeting, which began on the afternoon of Friday, 11 May 1951- ïhe 
representative of the Executive Board outlined the procedure which the Board had 
recommended to the Fourth World Health Assembly for i t s consideration of the 
Programme and budget Estimates for 1952,"'"'and explained the reasons which had 
prompted that proposal. Following the adoption of this procedure by the Fourth 
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viiorld Health Assembly, the Committee noted that at this stage of the proceedings 
i t s terms of reference under this item were "to review the' broad financial aspects 
of the Programme and Budget together with the comments and recommendations of the 
Executive Board". 

The Committee noted considerable improvement in the f inancial position of 
the Organization and, in particular, the detailed and comprehensive report of 
the Executive Board concerning the Director-General's proposed Programme and 
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Budget Estimates contained in Of f i c ia l Records No. 33* I t also heard different 
interpretations of the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations at i t s 314th plenary meeting, which recommended that the specialized 
agencies should "intensify their e f forts to stabil ize their regular budgets by 
the elimination or deferment of less urgent projects" . In view of this resolution 
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some" members 'thought the regular budget should be stabil ized, but others 
expressed the, opinion that since the World Health Organization had, commenced 
operations'long after other specialized agencies, i t would be premature to 
establish such" a policy at this juncture. Some members thought that with the 
provision of technical assistance funds i t would not be necessary to increase 
the budget of the Organization, while others pointed' out that these funds were 
limited to projects spec i f i ca l ly dealing with economic development. Others also 
indicated that responsibil it ies of the Organization previously financed from 
UNICEF funds, at the request of governments, now would have to be financed from 
regular funds. 

. Various other opinions were expressed and resolutions tabled regarding the 
195.2 budget. After, lengthy and detailed discussion, the Committee adopted the 
following resolution: -

ï/ïhereas there is currently before the Assembly the following 
• .-.., proposals f o r the e f fec t ive working Programme and Budget f o r 1952 

(a) the Director-General's proposal of $8,379}653 

{'A, the Executive Board's proposal of #7,677,782 

( c ) the United Kingdom's proposal of i6,692,932 

Having reviewed the broad financial aspects of the Programme and 
Budget, together with the comments and recommendations thereon of the 
Executive Board; and 

Considering the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly 
on administrative budgets of the. specialized agencies? 

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters 

1. RECOMMENDS to the Joint Meeting of this Committee and the Committee 
on Programme that consideration be given to the following elements, 
inter a l ia ; 

(a) the content of the proposed programme; 

(b) whether the programme and budget of 7JH0; should, provide, 
f o r a reasonable expansion or whether the Organization has. , 
reached the point at which i t s programme and budget should be . 
stabil ized; 
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( c ) the considerations and recommendations of the Executive" 
Board as contained in paragraphs 20, 21 and 23 of Of f i c ia l Records 
No. 33 a nd the Programme and Budget Estimates proposed by the 
Director-General f or the financial year 1952, in Of f i c ia l Records No. 
31; 

(d) the extent to which funds available under the Technical 
Assistance programme wi l l enable the Organization to carry on 
additional health work and the types of programmes which can be 
carried out thereunder, and 

(e) the necessity of providing for rising costs of supplies, 
equipment and salaries. 

Further, recognizing the fact that the inactive Members of the 
Organization are being included in the scale of assessments f o r 1952, 

2. RECOi-MENDS that the Programme and Budget for 1952 be considered on 
the basis of an "ef fect ive working budget" to be financed by contributions 
from the active Members plus casual income available for the year, and that 
an amount representing the assessment against the inactive Members be added 
thereto to establish the gross budget. 


