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The Executive Board at its seventh session adopted a resolution on the 

Development of Arid Land after considering a Report by the Director-General on 

the relevant decision"'" taken by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 

fifth session, and on co-operation in this field with FAO, UNESCO and the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East. 

At the Technical Conference on Flood Control convened by ECAFE in 

New Delhi on 7 - 9 January 1951, the representative of WHO drew the attention of 

the Conference to the relation between flood control and health, and suggested 

that WHO, ECAFE and FAO should co-operate closely in flood control projects. In 

the resolution adopted by the Conference, the relation between flood control and 

public health was recognized. It has been suggested that the Executive Secretary 

of ECAFE invite the attention of governments which may request the assistance of 

the Commission in water control works to the possible creation of health hazards 

in such undertakings, 

^Resolution EB7, R20 World Health Org. 32, p
t
6 and Annex 7, p.51 



The Econome and Social Council at its twelfth session considered a 

"Ü 
proposTl for international co-operation on water control and utilization» 

' \ 
and adopted on 9 March 1951 a resolution of which the text is as follows: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

Considering the desirability that measures being taken internationally 

in the general field of water control and utilization should be co-ordinated, 

and that such co-ordination should be undertaken within the United Nations 

system, and 

Considering that the General Assembly, in resolution 402 (V), has 

recommended that the Secretary-General prepare for the examination of the 

Council at its fourteenth session a report on the practical measures 

adopted for the study of the problems of arid zones and on the technical 

and financial means employed by the specialized agencies for this purpose, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take into consideration, in 

preparing this report, the entire field of water control and utilization 

as it is related to the problems of arid zones; and 

2.. Further requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the 

specialized agencies, to submit a report to the Council on the work being 

done by the specialized agencies and other international organizations, 

whether governmental, semi-governmental or non-governmental, engaged in the 

broad field of water control and utilization. 
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The Assembly will observe that the development of arid land and related 

problems of the control and utilization of water are areas of activity in which 

the programmes of several United Nations organizations converge. The activities 

which the Administrative Committee of Co-ordination, at its tenth session, 

recognized as priorities were of the same nature,^ In accordance with 

Article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health 

Organization, the Assembly may wish to take note of the recommendations addressed 

to the specialized agencies by the General Assembly in its resolution on the 

Development of Arid Land and by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 

on International Co-operation on Water Control and Utilization. The Health 

Assembly may also consider that decisions of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations concerning broad fields of activity, such as the development of 

arid land, define new priorities for the programme of the United Nations system. 

The Assembly may wish to request the Director-General to take into account in 

developing the programme of the World Health Organization the above-mentioned 

resolutions and the priorities which they imply for the work of WHO. 

^ Eighth Report "of the Administrative Committee on Co-operation 
to the Economic and Social Council - UN Document ЕД865 


