
 

AFR/RC38/R4: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Recalling its resolution AFR/RC37/R8 on iodine deficiency disorders (IDD); 

 

Commending the progress made in the implementation or formulation of national IDD 

control programme in several countries, as summarized in the Regional Director’s succinct 

report; 

 

Satisfied also with the efforts being made, with partial success, to mobilize additional 

financial resources for this programme, and appreciative of the contributions of the International 

Council for Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD); 

 

Recognizing the profound impact of IDD on the development of children and on 

socioeconomic development; 

 

Noting that iodine deficiency is liable to get worse in affected areas as the loss of iodine 

through leaching by rainfall continues, and hence that long-term solutions to this problem are 

needed; 

 

Aware that, although urgent programmes of iodinated oil distribution should continue to be 

implemented, salt iodination is generally the best long-term solution and that, apart from the 

initial investment, its cost is low and can eventually be handed on the consumers; 

 

Recalling the recommendation of the task Force on IDD in Africa, that “the issue of salt 

iodination be taken up by the Regional directors of WHO and UNICEF with the OAU and Heads 

of State concerned, as a matter of high priority for child survival and development, in line with 

the OAU declaration on health as a basis for development”; 

 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for the steps taken to accelerate the programme and 

mobilize resources for it; 

 

2. TAHNKS the ICCIDD, the task Force on IDD for Africa and the IDD regional and 

sub-regional coordinators for their good technical contribution in developing this 

programme; 

 

3. URGES Member States having areas affected by IDD (34 countries) to consider 

seriously the possibility of iodinating all or most of the salt they produce or import, 

seeking if necessary specialist advice on this issue; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue the explore the feasibility and to strengthen programmes of salt 

iodination in the Region, including local iodination of salt and importation of 

iodinated salt where none is produced locally, and to mobilize State and private 

salt industries, and ministries of trade, justice and information to promote 

iodinated salt; 

 

(ii) to take appropriate steps through the OAU and other appropriate interagency 

and intersectoral mechanisms, to mobilize political commitment and financial  

 

 

 



 

resources urgently with a view to early eradication of iodine deficiency, and in 

particular to ensure permanent use of iodinated salt in affected areas; 

 

(iii) to facilitate appropriate consultant services and national staff development in 

relation to IDD control, and the promotion of salt iodination in particular. 
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