
 

AFR/RC38/R9: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Considering that the recommendations contained in resolutions WHA39.29, WHA40.26 

and AFR/RC37/R5 are being implemented; 

 

Considering also resolution WHA41.24 on Avoidance of Discrimination in Relation to 

HIV-Infected and People with AIDS; 

 

Acknowledging that AIDS is a global problem which poses a serious threat to humanity 

and the attainment of Health for All and that urgent worldwide action is required to implement 

the WHO global strategy to combat it; 

 

Having noted the Regional Director’s progress report on the control of AIDS and the 

current status of implementation of national AIDS control programmes; 

 

Convinced of the importance of public education and information for the control of AIDS 

in the absence of any effective and safe drug or vaccine; 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director on his report; 

 

2. THANKS the Regional Director and the Director-General for the resources which the 

Global Progamme on AIDS has so far mobilized, especially for support to national 

and regional AIDS prevention and control programmes; 

 

3. RENEWS its sincere gratitude to the donors, international and bilateral agencies 

which are collaborating with the Global Programme on AIDS and with Member 

countries in the Region; 

 

4. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to pursue vigorously their effort to formulate and implement national 

programmes for the prevention and control of AIDS; 

 

(ii) to use medium-term plans for the control of AIDS to strengthen the 

development of national health systems based on primary health care in such a 

way as to coordinate and integrate all multisectoral primary health care 

activities at the district level and to make full use of all available health 

resources; 

 

(iii) to establish and strengthen the coordination needed for the optimal use of 

national and external resources; 

 

(iv) to give high priority to public information and education activities for the 

prevention and control of AIDS; 

 

(v) to strengthen the epidemiological surveillance of human immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) infection and AIDS and to report regularly to the Organization on 

the situation; 

 

(vi) to foster a spirit of understanding and compassion for those infected with HIV 

and for AIDS patients through information, education and social support  

 



 

programmes, as well as to avoid discriminatory action against and 

stigmatization of such people in the provision of services, employment and 

travel; 

 

(vii) to note that 1 December 1988 is World AIDS Day during which Member 

States should intensify programmes for the prevention and control of AIDS; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to support countries in their efforts to establish national AIDS 

control programmes; 

 

(ii) to promote and support applied and operational research especially on the 

social and behavioural aspects of AIDS; 

 

(iii) to continue to collaborate with the Director-General and with other agencies to 

mobilize additional extra-budgetary resources in support of national and 

regional programmes; 

 

(iv) to review with the Director-General the possibility of restructuring and 

decentralizing the management of the Global Programme on AIDS, especially 

in the light of the special problems in Africa; 

 

(v) to collaborate with WHO research programmes to determine the possible 

interactions between HIV and tropical diseases as well as other health 

problems including tuberculosis; 

 

(vi) to take all measures necessary to advocate the need to protect the human rights 

and dignity of HIV-infected persons and AIDS patients; 

 

(vii) to keep the AIDS situation and the progress of the AIDS control programme 

under continuous review and report regularly to the Regional Committee. 
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