
 

AFR/RC39/R7: AIDS control programme 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined the report of the Regional Director in document AFR/RC39/5; 

 

Considering the Declaration of the United Nations General Assembly confirming the lead 

role assigned to WHO in the conception, organization and coordination of AIDS control at the 

global level; 

 

Noting with satisfaction the implementation of resolutions WHA40.2, WHA41.24, 

AFR/RC37/R5 and AFR/RC38/R9; 

 

Appreciating the unreserved support of Member States for the global strategy for AIDS 

control and the implementation of activities at both regional and country levels; 

 

Noting with satisfaction the many different efforts expended by the international committee 

in an unprecedented surge of solidarity to combat the AIDS pandemic; 

 

Considering that the rapid spread of this pandemic makes it one of the most serious health 

problems in the world in general and in the African Region in particular; 

 

Concerned at the particular threat to youth on account of the high prevalence of infection 

and disease in this age group, and the adverse impact of this situation on the socioeconomic 

development and demographic balance of the countries in the Region; 

 

Recognizing the importance for the success of AIDS control programmes of such questions 

as epidemiological surveillance, the integration of activities into PHC, management, 

decentralization and research; 

 

Recalling that in accordance with the distribution of tasks and functions between different 

levels of the Organization, direct support to national programmes and coordination of regional 

activities fall within the competence of the Regional Office; 

 

Aware of the importance of socio-cultural factors in the organization of AIDS control; 

 

Convinced therefore that the Regional Office is in the best position to develop and 

implement an appropriate strategy for control based on the specific situations in the Region; 

 

1. COMMENDS the Regional Director for his report; 

 

2. COMMENDS the Director-General for his extraordinary efforts to mobilize 

extrabudgetary resources and for the relevance of programmes currently in progress 

in countries; 

 

3. THANKS the international community for the support given to AIDS control in the 

countries of the Region; 

 

4. INVITES Member States: 

 

(i) to include AIDS control among the priorities in their respective socioeconomic 

and health development programmes; 

 

(ii) to promote and develop information, education and communication activities 

in order to control the AIDS pandemic more effectively; 



 

 

(iii) to continue their collaboration with WHO and other partners, and with 

countries of the Region, in a spirit of frank dialogue and open exchange of 

information; 

 

(iv) to pay special attention to the protection of children and adolescents; 

 

(v) to strengthen national control programmes, especially in the following areas: 

 

- epidemiological surveillance; 

 

- integration of activities into PHC; 

 

- improvement of management at all levels of the national health system; 

 

- decentralization based on the district approach; 

 

- promotion of research and development, taking account of established 

ethical criteria at the national and global levels; 

 

(vi)  to take the necessary steps to protect the human rights and dignity of infected 

persons and people with AIDS; 

 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to proceed to decentralize the programme so that 

the appropriate structures can be established to provide effective support to and 

continuous follow-up of national programmes; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to support Member States in the implementation of national AIDS 

control programmes in the framework of the three-phase health development 

scenario; 

 

(ii) to give clear guidelines to the intercountry teams and WHO Representatives in 

order to assist countries to effectively integrate AIDS control programmes into 

PHC; 

 

(iii) to mobilize, in collaboration with the Director-General, additional resources to 

support national programmes and regional activities; 

 

(iv) to report to the fortieth session of the Regional Committee on the AIDS 

situation in the Region and the implementation of this resolution. 

 

September 1989, 39, 14 

 

 

  


