
 

AFR/RC40/R8: Traditional medicine 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Aware of the important role played by traditional medicine in health delivery in Africa, and 

that globally, over a quarter of all prescribed medicines are based on substances found in plants 

and that the economic value of such products is high and rapidly growing; 

 

Recalling earlier resolutions of the World Health Assembly (WHA22.54, WHA31.33, 

WHA40.33, WHA41.19) and the Regional Committee for Africa (AFR/RC28/R3, 

AFR/RC33/R3, AFR/RC36/R9) on traditional medicine and modern health care, especially on the 

use of medical plants in the health services system; 

 

Aware that overall economic and development interests tend to take precedence over health 

needs and a number of countries in the Region are becoming increasingly dependent upon 

external support for the supply of their essential drugs; 

 

Believing in the need to take practical and effective measures to strengthen traditional 

systems of medicine, particularly the economic potential of these systems and their ability to meet 

the basic drug needs of the people; 

 

Mindful of the fact that many species of medicinal plants are threatened by ecological and 

environmental changes in the world; 

 

Having examined with appreciation the report of the Regional Director on traditional 

medicine; 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director for his report; 

 

2. NOTES with satisfaction the continued interest shown by the Regional Director in 

this matter, particularly the appointment of a regional officer in charge of traditional 

medicine; 

 

3. NOTES with satisfaction: 

 

(i) the efforts made by some countries on the subject; 

 

(ii) the holding in Niamey, Niger from 13 to 16 February 1989 of the first meeting 

of WHO traditional medicine collaborating centres in the African Region; 

 

(iii) the holding in Arusha, Tanzania, from 19 to 23 February 1990 of the 

International Conference of Experts from Developing Countries on Medicinal 

Plants; 

 

4. URGES Member States to continue their efforts aimed at promoting and developing 

their traditional medicine systems, particularly the medicinal plant component; 

 

5. URGES all governments: 

 

(i) to draw up within the context of their national health systems, appropriate 

policies and legislation for enhancing the development of national traditional 

medicine activities; 

 

(ii) to actively mobilize funds necessary for the promotion of traditional medicine; 

 



 

(iii) to appoint, where appropriate, an official to be in charge of national activities 

in traditional medicine as part of the national primary health care programme; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to intensify efforts to mobilize adequate extrabudgetary resources 

in order to further strengthen programme activities in traditional medicine; 

 

(ii) to take appropriate steps to set up theme-specific studies on traditional 

medicine; 

(iii) to strengthen cooperation and exchanges of experience in the development and 

application of the medicinal plant utilization strategy, including technical 

cooperation among developing and developed countries; 

 

(iv) to report to the forty-second session of the Regional Committee on progress 

achieved in the implementation of this programme. 
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