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INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS 

Draft Resolution of the Criteria to be Adopted in 
Delineating Yellow-Fever Endemic Zones 

The Special Committee requests the IVth World Health Assembly to adopt the 

following resolutions 

Considering that yellow fever endemic areas are to be delineated 

by the Organization in consultation with each of the States con-

cerned and may be altered similarly from time to time; 

Considering that the Committee has not deemed it advisable 

to embark on a study of the criteria which will permit^ or have 

already permitted, the Organization to include entire territories 

or parts of territories in the yellow- fever endemic areas; 

Considering (a) that the present definition is based on two 

conditions : 

(1) the presence of Aëdes aegypti; 

(2) the persistence of the virus among jungle animals over 

long periods of time; 

(b) that the method adopted for delineation has been 

and continues to be based on examination for immunity in man by the 
и mouse-protection test" and that these limits far exceed the jungle 

areas ; 
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The Fourth World Health Assembly 

REQUESTS the Director-General to take the steps necessary for the definition 

of the criteria to be adopted in the delineation of endemic areas in accordance 

with the definition which has been given of these areas. 
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Article 63 

Criteria for Determining the Limits of Endemic Zones 

Draft Resolution for Submission to the IV World Health Assembly 

The Belgian Delegation notes that yellow-fever endemic zones are to be 
delineated by the Organization in consultation with each of the States concerned 
and may be altered similarly from time to time. 

The Delegation notes the amendment, approved by the Special Committee, in 
the form of an addition to Article 63, laying down the conditions in which one 
or several local areas may cease to form part of a yellow-fever endemic zone. 

The delegation also notes, hov/ever, that the Committee has not deemed it 
advisable to study the question of the criteria which will permit, or have already 
permitted, the Organization to include entire territories or parts of territories 
in the yellow-fever endemic zones. 

The Delegation fears that the criteria adopted in the past for the inclusion 
of such areas were not in accordance with the definitions which the present 
Special Committee has given to endemic zones. In fact, the definition is based 
on two conditions: 

(1) the presence of Aëdes aegypti; 
(2) the persistence of the virus among jungle animals over long periods 

of time . 
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On the other hand, the method adopted for delineation has been and continues 
to be based on examination for immunity in man by the "mouse protection test" 
and these limits far exceed the tropical forest areas. 

For these reasons, the Belgian delegation hopes that the Special Committee 
will recommend that the Fourth World Health Assembly define the criteria to be 
adopted in the delineation of endemic zones which will be in accordance with 
the definition which has been given of these zones. 


