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The United States is of the opinion that current complete epidemiological 

information on the time, place and prevalence of epidemic disease is essential 

for preventing the international spread of such disease. When reliable information 

is available measures oan be properly applied with a minimum of restrictions. 

When reliable information is not available, arriving traffic may justifiably be 

subjected to unnecessary measures. 

The United States proposals are intended: 

(1) To extend to the whole world an adequate reporting system for 

international port and airport cities similar to that of the 

Singapore Epidemiological Station which serves a vast area. This 

reporting has proved invaluable during the last 25 years. 

(2) To give smallpox a rating similar to that of plague, cholera 

and yellow fever. Throughout the world smallpox is now generally 

more widespread and prevalent than these other diseases. 

(3) To omit relapsing fever. Discussion of its exclusion may 

be reserved for the debate of Articles 87 an¿ 88. 

The amended text is as follows : 
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Article J 

1. Each health administration shall notify to the Organization by-

telegram: (a) the first case of plague, cholera, yellow fever, or 

smallpox recognized in its territory, designating the location of 

the case; (b) the occurrence of a foyer of typhus designating the 

area, or areas, affected; (c) the first discovery of rodent plague 

in an area whioh has been free from this infection during the 

previous six months. 

2. Any such notification shall be made by the health administration 

as soon as it is informed of the occurrence and at the latest within 

twenty-four hours of the receipt of such information. Each first 

case notified shall be confirmed by laboratory methods as far as 

resources permit. 

3. In addition to the notifications required under paragraphs 1 

and 2 of this Article, each health administration shall report to 

the Organization by telegraph the number of cases of epidemic 

diseases and deaths therefrom which are known to have occurred 

during the previous week in each of its seaport or airport cities 

open to international traffic. The absence of such cases shall 

be reported, and such negative reports may be sent by airmail. 


