
 

AFR/RC40/R10: Onchocerciasis control in the African Region 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Referring to the Regional Committee resolutions AFR/RC25/R16-1975 and 

AFR/RC28/R8-1978; 

 

Recognizing that: 

 

(i) over the past decade, tremendous advance has been made in the Onchocerciasis 

Control Programme area in West Africa where an estimated 12.5 million 

people have been protec ted against infection and some seven million children 

born in the programme area since the onset of the control have so far lived free 

from the risk of infection; 

 

(ii) in several major endemic zones outside the original OCP countries with high 

blindness rates, little progress has been made and little information is available 

about the true extent and severity of onchocerciasis; 

 

(iii) recent surveys in a number of countries have revealed a higher number of 

infected persons than was previously recorded and therefore the total estimated 

number of infected persons of 17.5 million and about 340 000 people either 

blind or suffering from reduced visual acuity and/or constricted visual fields 

would be an underestimate; 

 

(iv) the OCP countries have reached a stage in their onchocerciasis control 

activities where the integration of certain activities into the national primary 

health care system (devolution) is urgent and greater effort is needed in the 

non-OCP countries to assess the extent and severity of onchocerciasis; 

 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for his report and his efforts in supporting the OCP 

countries in better planning and implementation of their devolution activities and for 

the non-OCP countries for preparing their national programmes using invermectin 

for the chemotherapy of onchocerciasis on a community basis; 

 

2. REQUESTS that Member States affected by onchocerciasis: 

 

(i) prepare or update their national plans of action for onchocerciasis control 

including epidemiological assessment, public information and health 

education; 

 

(ii) take advantage of the availability of the micro-filaricide ivermectin for the 

chemotherapy of onchocerciasis on a community basis and endeavour to meet 

the requirements of the manufacturers of the drug for satisfactory evaluation of 

the cost-effective use of the drug in national control programmes; 

 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to support the OCP countries in implementation of their 

devolution plans and to provide technical support to the non-OCP countries 

for the epidemiological assessment of their onchocerciasis situation and the 

planning of control activities using ivermectin; 

 



 

(ii) to encourage intra and intercountry consultations to ensure the exchange of 

information and the promotion of proven strategies as well as TCDC-

inspired research; 

 

(iii) to provide assistance in training in parasitic diseases control including 

onchocerciasis by means of workshops, seminars and special courses; 

 

(iv) to make every effort to mobilize additional budgetary resources for support 

to onchocerciasis control activities; 

 

(v) to present a progress report on onchocerciasis control in the Region at the 

forty-second session of the Regional Committee; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to stimulate research aimed at developing a safe, 

low-cost and  effective macrofilaricide. 
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