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Proposal submitted by the Delegation of India for an 
Integrated Plan of Rural Development in which WHO,FAO, 

IL0 and other International Agencies co-operate 

The health and welfare of a community depends not merely on the organization 

of adequate health services and the provision of preventive care and remedial 

measures for the people, but also on the organization of the life of that community 

in a manner designed to promote, to the highest possible level, its economic, 

social and cultural development as well. In the circumstances efforts for re-

construction on a broad front will be necessary in order to raise the standard of 

public health. Such efforts are particularly needed in rural areas which have, in 

under-developed countries, received so far even less attention than urban centres. 

It is therefore suggested that rural demonstration centres should be established 

in selected areas in such countries and that concentrated and co-ordinated efforts 

should be made by the different international agencies such as WHO, FAO, IL0 and 

UNESCO, in order to demonstrate how the life of the inhabitants of these areas 

can be organized in such a manner as will promote their health and prosperity to 

the highest extent possible. In carrying out such an experiment, it is essential 

to ensure that the measures that are undertaken result in stimulating an active 

response from the people themselves by awakening their interest in the programme 

of work developed for their own benefit. It is only through the good will and co-

operation of the people that permanent results can be expected. 

An experiment of this nature, when carried out on a sufficiently broad basis, 

is bound to have a tremendous influence on the government and people concerned. 
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When the valuable; Results-' that flow from such an undertaking are demonstrated, the 

demand for an extension of similar services to other parts of the country is bound 

to arise and to become so irresistible as to make it impossible for any government 

to resist. 

The Delegation of India proposes the adoption of the following resolutions 

The Third World Health Assembly ' ' 

Realizing that the health and welfare of a community depend not only on 

the creation of adequate health services and the provision of preventive care 

and remedial measures for the people, but also on the organization of the life 

of that community in a manner designed to promote, to the highest possible 

level, its economic, social and cultural, development, and 

Recognizing that a planned reconstruction of community life on such 

broad lines is particularly desirable in the rural areas of under-developed 

countries, 

REQUESTS the Executive Board and Director-General to take appropriate 

action to establish rural demonstration centres in selected areas in these 

countries and to promote a concentrated and cc-ordinated effort by securing 

the co-operation of such international agencies as WHO, PAO, ILO and UNESCO 

so as to improve the health and wellbeing of the inhabitants of these areas 

to the highest possible level, 

RECOGNIZES'FURTHER that in order to ensure permanent results it is 

essential that a continuous effort should be made to awaken the interest of the 

people in the health programmes developed for their own benefit and to provide 

for their active participation in such programmes as far as may be practicable, 

and 

that the improvement that takes, place in the health and wellbeing of the 

inhabitants of these centres will exert a profound influence on the people and 

governments of thé" countries concerned by creating an irrestisible demand for 

the extension of similar services to other parts of these countries. 


