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;

 ' ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS : Item 20 of the Agenda (Documents A3/53, A3/54 , 
• • аМ' АЗ/зб) (continuation) 

Applications from Laos, Viet-Nam and Cambodia , 

Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) reiterated his remarks made. at. the previous meeting, 

namely, that the' th/ее countries concerned were not eligible for full membership of 

WHO under a strict application of Articles 3 and 8 of the Constitution. He 

contended that the proper status of the three States concerned should be that of 

associate members since, thêy did not comply with the requirements for full member-

ship, namely, complete responsibility for the conduct of their domestic and inter-

national affairs. It was clear from'the text of the agreement entered into with t h ^ 

French Republic (document A / 5 3 , Sections II and III) that the Kingdom of Laos, for 

instance, had nothing approaching the responsibility stipulated. under Article 3 of 

the Constitution. Even diplomatic missions could not be appointed without the 

previous agreement of the French Republic, the foreign, .policy of Laos was controlled 

by higher directives from the French Union, and agreements relating to special 

Interests had to be submitted for examination by the French Government. Matters 

such as the control of immigration, foreign trade and customs, and so forth were 

subject to decisions of a conference to be called by the High Commissioner in Laos 

of the French Republic. He pointed out that in the British Commonwealth of Nations' 

each of the Dominions had complete independence under the Statuts of Westminster both 
» 

in domestic and external affairs, and submitted'that the typé of union between the 

French Republic and the Kingdoms of Viet-Nam, Laos • and Cambodia did not comply with^j 

the requirements of the WHO Constitution, the wording of which had to be rigidly 

applied. 

Finally, the number of countries which had recognized the three States consistée 

i 
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only of a small proportion of the total membership of WHO, and it was extremely-

difficult pending further consideration to infer their recognition Ъу others. 

He Was not concerned with the question of a wide and generous interpretation 

of the drafting of the Constitution but with a matter of high principle, and wished 

to make it quite clear that no personal motive should be attributed to his comments. 

While he would welcome the admission of all countries of the world, the working 

party should carefully reflect before making any final recommendation on the 

matter. 

'Mr, LINDSAY (United Kingdom) agreed with the delegate from Ceylon that ¡the 

working party was not required to 6tate whether it was desirable to admit the three 

countries as Members or to recommend their admission, but it had to consider 

i 

whether the conditions of Article 3 as interpreted by implication with Article 8 

of the Constitution were fulfilled, The legal question had been fully considered 

by His Majesty's Government which was of the opinion that the three States ful-

filled the prescribed conditions. While not wishing to enter into the Intricacies 

of International law he felt that the-point was not unconnected with the question 

of sovereignty, in that Member States of WHO had, to a certain extent, to abandon 

their sovereignty. The question was whether the three States had the necessary 

degree of independence, on which His Majesty's Government felt no doubt. 

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) endorsed the opinion of the delegate from the 

United Kingdom. He was however concerned about the philosophy developed in the 

statement of the delegate from Ceylon, which, if accepted by WHO, might lead to 

serious consequences for his own country, Belgium and Luxemburg. The delegate 

from Ceylon had based his argument on the fact that Laos, Yiet-Nam and Cambodia 

were not fully responsible, ш»0*г the agreement with the French Republic » for their 
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international affairs and were restricted in financial and economic matters. He 

cited the view of Oppenheim that the full international personality of the members 

of the British Commonwealth of Nations was not inconsistent with the fact that their 

relations inter se were not in many- respects primarily international in character. 

Many of the Articles in the Benelux agreements were worded on the same linee as 

those quoted by the delegate from Ceylon and, if the latter"s arguments were 

accepted, the Benelux countries' would have no ..rightful place either as Members 

or Associate Members of WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN informed'the meeting that £he following countries had recognized 

Laos, Viet-Nam and Cambodia s-incë the list of.States granting recognition had 

been prepared; Columbia, Nicaragua, Paraguay, the Vatican.- France was also to 

be added tó the list . 

Sir Ihiren MITRA, (india) asked whether any of the three States concerned 

had applied for membership in the United Nations, 

The OHAIRMAN had no information on the subject, but felt that the point had 

no bearing on the recommendation of the working party, 

M» ZABB, Secretary, suggested that if the information was urgently desired 

a telegram could be sent to the Secretary-Peneral at New York and a reply would 

no doubt be received on the following day, 

M. .GEERAERTS (Belgium) said that the three States of Indo-China had freely 

consented to become an integral part of the French Union and had agreed to the 

principle of collaboration on an international basis. What was important was to 

examinethe. status of the three governments nnd r' position in the family of 
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nations. They had their own governments and parliaments, and were free, ta_a~ 

» 

x
 large'extent, to conduct their own international relationships. His delegation 

J

 (
 believed that they were fully capable of carrying out the obligations inherent in 

.admission to. WHO and accordingly should be admitted into membership. 

Dr. VAUCEL (France), replying to the point raised by the delegate from I % i a , 

affirmed that the possibility for the three countries to become Members of the 

United Nations' was explicitly implied in the agreements concluded with France, 

which had only been ratified in February last. Application for admission to the 

Unit'età' Nations which the French Government was pledged to support. - would be 

made by Laos, Viet-Nam and Cambodia after their recognition by a sufficient number 

of countries. 

- Sir bhiren MITRA (India) said that although, for political reasons, India 

had hot recognized the three States, that was not a priori an obstaéie to their 

admission to WHO.- After having seen the text of the agreement with France, he was 

prepared to concede that, for the limited purpose of the implementation of measures 

• ; ' 

advocated by WHO^ the three countries were eligible for admission.
v
 ' • • 

The CHAIRMAN,, speaking as a delegate of the. United States of America/, said 

that his '^Government had recognized Laos, Viet-Nam and Camtfodia as independent 

States, eligible for membership in WH;% and accordingly recofomended their admission. 

Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) explained that he had merely ¿raised a question of 

principle. The point at issue was that of the interpretation of the voids in 

Article 8 of the Constitution: "responsible for the conduct of their international 

relations". He refuted the argument put forward by Dr. van den Berg since it was 

impossible to compare t.he position of European countries to that of those in the 
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Far East. However, if the majority of.members of the working party felt that the 

tbree countries should be admitted, he would personally raise no objection. 

Mr. HILL (Australia) endorsed the legal principles set forward by the delegatfs 

for the Netherlands and Belgium. The Australian Government had likewise examined 

the legal position involved and supported the application of the three dotltttries 

concerned for full membership of WHO. 

Decision: The working party unanimously agreed that the Rapporteur 
should prepare a resolution to the sffect that the applications for 
admission to membership'of WHO"by Laos, Viet-Nam and Cambodia had 
been found in good and due form, and were favourably recommended. 

2. ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBER: Item 20.1 of the Agenda (Document A3/52) 

Application for Associate м / m ^ e r s h i p by Southern Rhodesia 

Mr. LINDSAY (United Kingdom) introduced document A3/52, He drew the special 

attention of the working party to the paragraph entitled "Social Service" enumerating 

the health services maintained in the territory, and to the following paragraph 

showing that a considerable degree of self government obtained. He formally 

proposed favourable consideration of the application. 

Decision: The working party unanimously^ agreed to recommend the 
admission of Southern Rhodesia to associate membership of WHO, 

The meeting rose
:
at 6.30 p.m. 


