
 

AFR/RC42/R3:  Vaccine procurement 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Considering the report of the Regional Director on the strategies for the control of EPI target 

diseases in the 1990s; 

 

Recalling resolutions AFR/RC39/R2, WHA41.28, WHA42.32 and the World Summit for 

Children which set the goals to be achieved through immunization programmes during the 1990s; 

 

Recalling resolution AFR/RC41/R1 which calls on Member States to accelerate the 

implementation of plans of operation for disease specific initiatives and identify how programme 

achievements can be sustained and built upon through the provision of the necessary resources; 

 

Applauding the agencies of the United Nations system, governmental and nongovernmental 

organizations which have ensured smooth provision of vaccines in Member States; 

 

Concerned with the increasing cost of EPI vaccines; 

Aware of the increasingly limited available funds from donors for the procurement of the 

new EPI vaccines, including Hepatitis B vaccine and yellow fever vaccine; 

 

1. APPRECIATES the support from UNICEF, Rotary International, agencies of the 

United Nations system, governmental and nongovernmental organizations in 

improving the delivery of immunization services and the implementation of strategies 

for meeting EPI targets and goals for the 1990s; 

 

2. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to commit funds within the limit of nationally available resources to purchase the 

less expensive variety of EPI vaccines; 

 

(ii) to encourage where possible cost-sharing as a way to ensure EPI sustainability; 

 

(iii) to consider, where possible, ways to ensure local production of high-quality 

vaccines; 

 

(iv) to ensure that such locally-produced vaccines meet WHO requirements; 

 

(v) to ensure that locally produced vaccines are marketed throughout the Region. 

 

3. CALLS on Member States and EPI partners to make available additional financial and 

technical support to achieve the EPI goals and operational targets set for the 1990s; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to collaborate with UNICEF and other international organizations connected 

with the Expanded Programme on Immunization in order to negotiate with the 

manufacturers of EPI vaccines to maintain the price at a level affordable by 

developing countries; 

 

(ii) to ensure, in collaboration with UNICEF and other international organizations, 

the mobilization of resources for the procurement of new vaccines; 



 

 

(iii) to provide technical, logistical and managerial support to countries which have 

the capacity to produce high-quality vaccines; 

 

(ii) to report to the Regional Committee on the progress achieved in the 

implementation of this resolution. 
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