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1. METHOD OP WORK. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the General Committee had decided-on 25 May-

as the date on which the Third World Health Assembly should end. This meant that 

the Committee on Programme and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters would have to finish their work by the end of the present week. 

With regard to the Working Party on Legal Matters, after hearing the views 

expressed in the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, the 

General Committee had agreed not to insist on the working party meeting at the 

same time as the main committee, provided that work was not delayed. 

The committee agreed to the inclusion of item 19 on the current agenda, so 

that it could be discussed before item 11, and that Items 21, 23 and 25 should 

be discussed as soon as possible. 

2. SECOND REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ON LEGAL MATTERS 

The first item of the above report having already been approved (A3/AFL/Min/5) 

M. GEERAERTS (Belgium), rapporteur, presented items 2 and 3. 

Decision: The committee adopted the recommendations contained in items 2 
and 3 of the second report of the Working Party on Legal Matters and noted 
that the working party would be submitting a further report on item 4. 

3. FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND LEGAL MATTERS 

Mr. TALJAARD (Union of South Africa), rapporteur, presented the report, which 

was adopted without comment. 
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4, PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR 1951; Item 18 of the Agenda (Official Records 
No. 25, page 21, item 7.1.4.1 and No. 23). 

(a) Suspension of Financial Regulations 13 and 16(e) with regard to unused 
1949 balances (Document A3/74) 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the resolution on page 2 of document A3/74 

contained two parts. The first part . relating to the suspension of the appli-
; 

cation of Financial Regulations 13 and 16(e), had already been approved, while 

discussion on the second part, concerning the ways in which the unused balance 

of the 1949 appropriations should be used had been postponed until the present 

session. 

Mr. HILL (Australia) considered that it would be better to keep the two subjects 

entirely separate. He accordingly proposed that the resolution of the Executive 

Board (Official Records No. 26, page 10) should be adopted, and that the financing 

of the WHO building should be dealt with when this item came up on the agenda, 

Mr. LINDSAY (United Kingdom) had intended to propose the setting-up of a small 

working party, but would content himself with supporting the Australian proposal. 

The Executive Board had in fact considered paying the Swiss Government out of the 

balance of the 1949 appropriations. Since, however, this was not a cash balance, 

the means and the source of payment would have to be decided, and this might involve 

the working capital fund. 

Mr. COTE (Canada) thought the idea of a working party a good one, but urged 

that there should be no discussion at all until after the working capital fund and 

the new accommodation for vVHO had. been discussed. 



The CHAIRMAN said that a *¡crking party could not be set up before the matter 

had been discussed, and it "eras therefore agreed to postpone discussion in 

accordance with the Canadian proposal. 

(b) Technical assistance resolution (Official Reсor Is No. 23 and No. 26, 

page 2, item 4, Document A3/Prog.8 Rev.l) 

Dr« GEAR, representing the Executive Board, outlined the events which had 

taken place since the adoption by the Second World Health Assembly of a proposed 

supplementary programme of technical assistance of $10,000,000 The United 

Nations General Assembly had approved a recommendation by the Economic and Social 

Council to establish a general technical assistance programme (Official Records 

No. 26, page 18). The Executive Board, through the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance, had considered the proposed programme and budget 

estimates appearing at the end of Official Records No. 23, agreeing, for 

convenience, to take the technical assistance programme in periods rather than in 

terms of calendar years. These proposals were within the general lines of policy 

laid down by the First and Second Health Assemblies and also with the technical 

assistance policy established by the United Nations General Assembly, indicated on 

page 2 of Official Records No. 26', the Board at its fifth session accordingly 

proposed for the consideration of the Third World Health Assembly the resolution 

appearing on page 2 of Official Records No. 26. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the item under discussion was also the concern of 

the Committee on Programme which had, in fact, reported its decision in document 

A3/Prog/8 Rev.l. He proposed that the discussion should be deferred until 

delegates had had time to study this document. This was agreed. 



Co-operation with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugee's in the Near East (Document A3/79) 

The SECRETARY recalled the setting-up by the United Nations General 

Assembly, a year ago, of an organization to deal with the problems of refugees 

in the Palestine area. Activities were to be carried out on an emergency basis 

â id ШЮ had been asked to supply technical co-ordination on medical and health 

aspects of the programme. The Second World Health Assembly had agreed to the 

United Nations request, had requested the Director-General to provide complete 

co-operation with the new agency, and had approved a grant of $50,000 

(Document A3/79, page 1.). 

Since then, a more permanent organization had been established, and it was 

possible that WHO might be called upon to assume additional responsibilities, 

but with funds to be provided by the new agency. The Director-General therefore 

wished the matter to be considered by the Third World Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN drew the committee's attention to the proposed resolution 

appearing on pages 4, 5 and 6 of document A3/79 and to the two annexes to that 

document: a letter to the Director of the new agency from the Director-General 

of WHO, and the Principles to Govern Relationship between WHO and UNRWAPRNE. 

Dr. SIDKY (Egypt) urged the necessity for continuing aid to Palestine 

refugees at the same level as in 1949 and 1950, with regard to the grant of 

$$•,000 as well as to the supplying of medical officers. 

Dr. MAKARI (Lebanon) stressed the importance of the problem from the point 

of view of the health of neighbouring countries and, in fact, of the whole world. 

He also raised the question of the danger of a rise in juvenile delinquency among 

the children of the refugees and proposed that speoial childrenls camps should be 



set up until conditions had improved. -

Mr, LINDSAY (United Kingdom) asked for information on two points. First, 

would the proposal for a grant of 150,000 from the UNRRA Special Fund to 

UNRWAPRNE still permit the use of $200,000 from the same fund in 1951? Secondly, 
4 

were the salaries of the two medical officers to be assigned included in the 

grant of $50,000 or additional to that sum? 

The SECRETARY replied that the balance of the UNRRA Special Fund of 

approximately ,¿200,000 would be deducted from the total annual budget for 1951 

in accordance with the resolution approved by this committee»' Actually, whether 

the UNRRA Special Fund was involved was therefore not pertinént to the point 

under discussion» The estimated cost of the two medical officers was about 

$>23
5
000¿ for which provision had been made in the regular programme and budget® 

In 1950, this was in addition to the grant of ¡¡¡>50,000. 

Mme IABEYRIE (France) expressed satisfaction with the assistance given by 

WHO in the relief work in Palestine and endorsed the resolution recommended by the 

Directors-General in document A3/79« 

Mr. COTE (Cana da) proposed two amendments to Annex II (Principles to govern 

relationship between WHO and UNRWA.PRNE)* 

Paragraph 5 (b) should reads 

"UNRWAPRNE will paj- for all staff other than the chief medical aAd auxiliary 

medical assistant referred to in 3 above, required for the implementation of the 

approved health programmée" 

Paragraph 3 (b) should read; 

"WHO will provide to UNRWAPRNE medical advisory and consultative health 

services through its present staff 
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Dr. SIDKï (Egypt) failed to understand the Secretary's comment that the 

UNRRA Special Fund was not relevant to the discussion. Either all the aspects 

of the problem should be considered by the present committee, or the whole 

matter should be transferred to the Committee on Programme. 

The SECRETARY explained that he had merely intended to imply that the question 

of what part of the budget was available for further aspects of the particular 

..programme under discussion was a matter for decision by the Committee on Programme. 

The Director-General was committed to providing for two medical officers under 

the authority of the Second Health Assembly, and planned to continue those 

posts during 1951» 

He assumed that the amendments to the principles proposed by the delegate 

» « 

of Canada were not intended to prohibit WHO from engaging additional staff, 

provided that the funds w&re provided by UNKWAPRNE. 

Mr. COTE (Canada) agreed with the Secretaryts interpretation on the 

understanding that all emoluments, including repatriation, removal expenses, etc» 

were fully covered by UNRWAPRNE. 
» 

The SECRETARÏ having explained that the amendments to paragraphs 3 (b) and 

5 (b) of Annex II would defeat the object for which t^ey were proposed. Mr. COTE 

(Canada) agreed to withdraw them, but suggested that the figure "3" in paragraph 

5 (b) should be replaced by "4(a)". 

A vote was teken on this proposal, and it was adopted by 20 votes to 0 with 

9 abstentions. 

Dr. WAHBI (Irak) and Dr» MAKARI (Lebanon) supported the suggestion of the 

delegate of Egrpt that $50,000 should be earmarked for assistance to Palestine 

refugees in 1951. 



An exchange of views took place regarding a proposal by Dr. SIDKÏ (Egypt)* 

to add at the end of the fourth paragraph of the resolution in document A3/79, 

page 6, the words: "and make available to this agency a grant of ^>0,000." 

Further discussion followed as to "the exact competence of the present committee 

and whether the whole matter should not be referred with an appropriate 

recommendation to the Committee on Programme. 

Decision; The Committee agreed to refer to the Committee on Programme 
the proposal of the delegate, of Lebanon regarding the establishment of 

• special camps for Palestine refugee children. 

It was further agreed to postpone further consideration of the amendment 

proposed by the delegate of Egypt until the afternoon meeting. 

* 

The meeting rose at 12 noon» , 

f: 


