
 

AFR/RC43/R3: Prevention and control of AIDS in the African Region:  Meeting the  

 Challenge of the AIDS Epidemic 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined the report of the Regional Director contained in document AFR/RC43/9 

which described the state of the AIDS epidemic and the efforts of Member States in combating 

the epidemic; 

 

Noting with concern the continuing spread of the epidemic to other areas hitherto 

unaffected by HIV infection despite the increasing level of interventions aimed at controlling it in 

the Member States of the Region; 

 

Recalling the resolution adopted at its fortieth session (AFR/RC40/R6) calling on Member 

States to place emphasis on regionally relevant strategies for AIDS prevention and control and 

give the programme all necessary political commitment; 

 

Noting with appreciation the political commitment to national AIDS control efforts 

expressed in the Declarations of the OAU Heads of State on the AIDS epidemic in Africa, 

AHG/DECL.3 (XXVII), in Abuja, 1991 and AHG/DECL.1 (XXVIII) in Dakar, 1992); 

 

Noting with grave concern that there has been a dramatic reduction in the level of 

WHO/GPA staff posts in the countries of the Region from 86 to 40 and that this reduction in 

posts will severely affect the capability of WHO to deliver technical cooperation to the Member 

States; 

 

Believing that the current AIDS prevention and control efforts in many Member States 

require to be further reinforced with the enactment of appropriate national policy instruments and 

legislation to enforce and to extensively implement effective strategies for the prevention of 

sexual transmission of HIV and guaranteeing of blood safety; 

 

 

Believing furthermore that governments should actively encourage the setting up of organizations 

at all levels of government and society (national, intermediate and district) in order to ensure an 

appropriate and sustainable response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic; 

 

1. APPEALS to the international community to reinforce multisectoral collaboration for 

achievement of the goals of the global AIDS strategy and to increase the financial 

and material support given to the World Health Organization and the Member States 

of the African Region which has been the most severely affected by the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic; 

 

2. COMMENDS the Regional Director on the effective manner in which he has 

continued to discharge his advocacy role towards the Member States, and for the 

technical guidance and support that the Regional Office has continued to give to the 

national AIDS prevention and control programmes; 

 

3. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to intensify their efforts to ensure that the objectives and activities jointly 

agreed by the countries and the World Health Organization for the 

implementation of the global and regional strategies are achieved; 

 



 

(ii) to enact the necessary policy and legal instruments to establish appropriate 

national organizations and to promote and initiate essential activities for the 

prevention and control of HIV/AIDS; 

 

(iii) to intensify their efforts to mobilize national financial and material resources 

for the prevention of HIV and reduction of its impact on individuals, families 

and communities; 

 

(iv) to encourage multilateral involvement in the planning and provision of support 

to national AIDS control efforts; 

 

(v) to encourage the private sector and non-governmental organizations to provide 

financial and material resources for the AIDS control effort; 

 

(vi) to guarantee the complete decentralization and integration of HIV/AIDS 

control activities, in conformity with the principles of the African Health 

Development Framework; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to reinforce and sustain the leadership role of WHO in HIV/AIDS prevention 

and control; 

 

(ii) to pursue vigorously the agreed programme of decentralization of GPA 

Technical Support from headquarters to AFRO including the transfer of 

appropriate resources to enable the Regional Office to deliver effective 

technical support to the Member States; 

 

(iii) to intensify collaboration and coordination with the other agencies of the 

United Nations System, international organizations, bilateral agencies and 

nongovernmental organizations in the planning and implementation of 

HIV/AIDS prevention and control activities; 

 

(iv) to intensify WHO collaboration with the Member States and provide technical 

support as necessary; 

 

(v) to submit a report on the status of the epidemic in the countries of the Region 

and on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution to the 

Regional Committee at its forty-fourth session. 
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