
 

AFR/RC43/R8: Expanded Programme on Immunization: Priority Intervention for  

 Programme Acceleration 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined the report of the Regional Director contained in document AFR/RC43/19 

which highlights priority actions that could accelerate the progress of regional EPI; 

 

Recalling resolution AFR/RC35/R9 which launched the acceleration phase of EPI with the 

declaration of the "African Immunization Year"; 

 

Considering resolution AFR/RC41/R1, which highlights the strengthening of immunization 

activities, district by district, so as to maintain and increase immunization coverage; 

 

Considering resolution AFR/RC42/R4 requesting each country to set targets for reducing 

the incidence of neonatal tetanus and poliomyelitis, improve epidemiological monitoring at 

district level and increase the contribution of national budgets to the operating costs of national 

programmes, including the purchase of vaccines; 

 

Noting with satisfaction that some Member States have already set up mechanisms for the 

financing of the programme, especially for the purchase of vaccines, in pursuance of resolution 

AFR/RC42/R3; 

 

 

Considering that the new approach to poliomyelitis eradication requires the creation of 

zones where the virus is not transmitted and the gradual extension of such polio-free zones; 

 

Having noted, with satisfaction, the progress made in some 12 countries of the Region 

which have attained and maintained high immunization coverage and significantly reduced the 

incidence of poliomyelitis, neonatal tetanus and even measles, thus creating the first potentially 

polio-free zone in our Region; 

 

Acknowledging that the socio-political conflicts which certain countries of the Region are 

experiencing are responsible for a drop in immunization coverage; 

 

1. COMMENDS the Regional Director for the information and orientations contained 

in his report; 

 

2. REITERATES the priority that Member States  

should give to the acceleration of national immunization programmes so as to attain the set 

objectives of eliminating neonatal tetanus, eradicating poliomyelitis and controlling 

measles; 

 

3. STRONGLY REQUESTS Member States: 

 

(i) to undertake rigorous monthly surveillance of immunization coverage and of 

the incidence of EPI priority target diseases in each district; 

 

(ii) to regularly transmit to the Regional Office the monthly report on the incidence 

of poliomyelitis, neonatal tetanus and measles as well as a report every six 

months on immunization coverage; 

 

 



 

(iii) to adopt more aggressive operational strategies in order to expand 

immunization coverage in each district; 

 

(iv) to strengthen coordination with EPI partners so as to further mobilize resources 

required for their activities; 

 

(v) to set up for those who have not yet done so, mechanisms for the financing of 

programmes, particularly for the purchase of vaccines; 

 

4. APPEALS to Member States to do their utmost to ensure that activities aimed at 

protecting children, particularly through immunization, are not jeopardized, even in 

times of economic hardship and socio-political conflict; 

 

5. APPEALS to the agencies of the United Nations system, governmental cooperation 

agencies and nongovernmental organizations to continue to support the efforts of 

countries especially in the supply of vaccines, the development of epidemiological 

surveillance and the establishment of a network of laboratories for the identification 

of polio-viruses; 

 

6. URGES the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to collaborate with Member States in strengthening the planning 

and implementation of strategies for accelerating national immunization 

programmes at district level; 

 

(ii) to cooperate with countries so as to steadily expand polio-free zones, eliminate 

neonatal tetanus and accelerate the control of measles; 

 

(iii) to continue to collaborate with agencies of the United Nations system, bilateral 

and multi-lateral cooperation organizations, NGOs and their development 

agencies, so as to mobilize more resources for the programme; 

 

(iv) to study with Member States and other partners the best mechanisms for the 

procurement and supply of vaccines; 

 

(v) to report on progress annually to the Regional Committee. 
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