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The Belgian delegation proposes the adoption of the following text for the 

definition of the "special" character of non-governmental organizations applying 

for admission to WHO: 

"If it is recognized that WHO may refuse to establish official relations 

with non-governmental organizations of an ethical, confessional or political 

character, in order to avoid any accusation of discrimination, some evidence 

should Ъе produced as to the actual existence of such a danger of discrimination 

in the various cases." 

There are non-governmental organizations whose membership is based on some 

common feature (most oftei¿ religious), but who carry on general activities in the 

field of health for the benefit of people and communities not of the same 

doctrinal convictions as the members of the organization. 

It must be admitted, therefore, that such non-governmental organizations do 

not discriminate in their aims and that their activities are in conformity with 

the preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization, according to 

which "the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the 

fundamental rights of every human being without,distinction of race, religion, 

political belief, economic or social condition". 

As far as their activities and the persons benefiting from them are 

concerned, there are no special conditions laid down by these non-governmental 
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right .or obligation to consider. In fact, the third of the'criteria for 

eligibility to enter into relationship with WHO established by the First' World 

Health Assembly.reads as follows; 

"The organization shall be of recognized standing and shall represent a 

substantial proportion of the persons organized for the purpose of participating 

in the particular field of interest in which it operates." 

If this very important condition is fulfilled, it would appear that there 

should be no further obstacle to the establishment of relations between.WHO and a 

non-governmental organization whose activities are not discriminatory,. . 

This aspect of the question was not made sufficiently clear during;'the 

discussions 

in the Executive Board, and it is of such a nature that the Assembly 

should be asked to. find a solution to this important problem. 

The Belgian delegation proposes the'adoption of such a measure. 


