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Activities since the third session 

Intersessional consultations on the 
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1. In preparation for the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body 
(18-23 March 2002), Member States have held intersessional consultations in order to review and 
evaluate proposals contained in the three Co-Chairs’ texts1 published during and after the third session 
of the Negotiating Body and to review and discuss other issues related to the framework convention on 
tobacco control. This report summarizes those meetings. 

CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF MEMBER STATES IN THE SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
REGION 

2. The third consultation in the South-East Asia Region on the framework convention on tobacco 
control (Jaipur, 13-15 February 2002), hosted by the Government of India, was attended by 
27 delegates from nine countries2 and six representatives of nongovernmental organizations and other 
institutions. The meeting was opened by the Special Secretary (Health) of the Government of India, 
the WHO Representative to India, and the Health Secretary of the Government of Rajasthan. India 
chaired the meeting; Myanmar served as the Vice-Chair and Bhutan as Rapporteur.  

3. During the meeting delegates with legal expertise met and developed versions of articles R 
(Settlement of disputes), S (Development of the Convention) and T (Final clauses). After considerable 
deliberation, Member States in the Region agreed that, although compensation and liability should be 
an integral part of tobacco control, the issue should be deferred to a future protocol so that discussions 
on these matters do not hinder the framework convention process or its adoption. The meeting also 
agreed that issues of global fund mechanisms, relation of trade law to the framework convention, 
compensation and liability, licensing and subsidies, advertising, harmonization of taxes and prices, and 
settlement of disputes through the International Court of Justice are areas on which contrasting views 
exist and that these topics should be deliberated and negotiated in the context of informal discussions 
during the fourth session of the Negotiating Body. All three Co-Chairs’ texts were discussed. 

                                                      
1 Documents A/FCTC/INB4/2(a), A/FCTC/INB4/2(b) and A/FCTC/INB4/5. 
2 Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 
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4. The texts of all articles of the framework convention as elaborated during this meeting have 
been distributed to the South-East Asian nations in a document that also includes the Jaipur 
Declaration, a list of definitions which Member States in the Region agreed should be included in the 
convention and a summary of the discussion on article J (Liability and compensation). 

WHO EUROPEAN MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE FOR A TOBACCO-FREE 
EUROPE 

5. The WHO European Ministerial Conference for a Tobacco-free Europe (Warsaw, 18 and 
19 February 2002) aimed at strengthening the political climate and support in the European Region for 
the framework convention. Other goals of the meeting included putting forward guiding principles for 
the Fourth Action Plan for a Tobacco-free Europe and reinforcing partnerships in Europe for 
coordinated tobacco-control policies. The Conference was attended by high-level political delegations 
from 46 Member States,1 as well as representatives of the European Commission, the World Bank and 
12 other intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations.  

6. Participants reviewed both the tobacco-related situation in the Region in light of current 
challenges and the impact of three consecutive Action Plans since the WHO European Conference on 
Tobacco Policy in 1988. The meeting highlighted the increased political will and commitment of 
Member States to tackle the increasing use of tobacco both in the Region and globally. Keynote 
speakers included Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, WHO’s Director-General, Mr D. Byrne, European 
Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, and Dr M. Danzon, WHO Regional Director for 
Europe. 

7. Delegates from 26 Member States expressed support for a more effective action plan against 
tobacco use in Europe at both national and regional levels, and they also advocated a better 
coordinated and stronger position on the framework convention. The Ministerial Conference adopted 
the Warsaw Declaration which will provide political guidelines for tobacco-control strategies and 
action in the European Region. 

CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF MEMBER STATES IN THE AFRICAN REGION 

8. Participants at the third intersessional meeting of the Member States in the African Region 
(Abidjan, 26 February to 1 March 2002), hosted by the Government of Côte d’Ivoire, included 
delegates from 39 Member States2 and the Ministers of Health from Chad and Ghana. After a welcome 
by the Chairman of the Anti-Tobacco National Committee of Côte d’ Ivoire, the meeting was 
officially opened by the Minister of Public Health who was accompanied by the Minister of Sports.  

                                                      
1 Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uzbekistan and Yugoslavia. 

2 Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
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9. A paper emphasizing that Africa’s priorities should be considered in the framework convention 
was discussed and will be redrafted in the light of comments. The topic of liability and compensation 
was also discussed after a presentation by a legal expert. 

10. The outcome of the third session of the Negotiating Body was reviewed, and the Minister of 
Health from Ghana addressed the meeting. The participants compared the Co-Chairs’ texts produced 
during and after that session1 with the text adopted at the consultative meeting in Algiers in 
October 2000 (the “Algiers text”), and delegations made comments and changes accordingly. 
Participants also adopted the Abidjan Declaration. 

MEETING OF MEMBER STATES IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

11. The regional intersessional meeting (Cairo, 2-4 March 2002), hosted by the Government of 
Egypt, was attended by 15 countries,2 Egypt’s Minister of Health, the Head of the Egyptian Medical 
Association, the Director of Health Promotion and Prevention, the Assistant Regional Director and a 
senior policy adviser; Kuwait chaired the meeting. This consultation brought Member States in the 
Region together to discuss the terms and articles of the framework convention before the fourth 
session of the Negotiating Body. Participants adopted the Cairo Declaration. 

12. Time limited discussion of all three Co-Chairs’ texts published during and after the third session 
of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body, and participants agreed to complete review of the 
document from Working Group 13 as well as articles I and K. 

MEETING OF MEMBER STATES IN THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST 
ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) 

13. The first Intersessional Meeting of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control for the 
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) (Penang, 4-7 March 2002), hosted by the 
Government of Malaysia in participation with the National Poison Centre, University Science 
Malaysia (Penang), was opened by the Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Health in Malaysia. 
It was agreed that the intersessional meeting would serve as a forum for delegates to debate matters 
regarding the framework convention such as tobacco-related problems common to the members of 
ASEAN and possible solutions. Malaysia chaired the meeting, with Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Philippines as Co-Chairs, and Thailand as Rapporteur. 

14. Participants discussed the election of the new Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body 
and the Co-Chairs’ texts from the third session of the Negotiating Body, deciding on common ASEAN 
positions. The meeting endorsed the Penang Declaration. Delegates will use this document to brief 
their respective governments, particularly in preparation for the ASEAN Health Ministers’ meeting in 
Vientiane (scheduled for mid-March 2002), with its focus on healthy lifestyles. The Penang 
Declaration may be the basic document for discussion under the agenda item on tobacco at that 
meeting. 
                                                      

1 Documents A/FCTC/INB4/2(a), A/FCTC/INB4/2(b) and A/FCTC/INB4/5. 
2 Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 

Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and United Arab Emirates. 
3 Document A/FCTC/INB4/5. 
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MEETING OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING CARIBBEAN MEMBER STATES 

15. A meeting of Member States1 in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) (Lima, 4 and 
5 March 2002), chaired by Saint Lucia, took place in order to review the Co-Chairs’ textual proposals 
from the third session of the Negotiating Body and to adopt a common position on the proposed 
framework convention. Member States reached consensus on the content of the Co-Chairs’ texts for 
further discussion at the wider regional and international levels and issued a statement by CARICOM 
countries on the framework convention on tobacco control. 

MEETING OF LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN GROUP MEMBER STATES 

16. Member States2 in the Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) met from 6 to 
7 March 2002 in Lima to review the Co-Chairs’ texts from the third session of the Negotiating Body 
with the goal of reaching consensus. Presentations were given by the Peruvian Ministry of Health and 
the Tobacco Free Initiative.  Peru chaired the meeting, with Brazil and Saint Lucia as Co-Chairs and 
Costa Rica as Rapporteur. The countries reaffirmed their commitment to work towards the 
achievement of an effective public health convention for tobacco control. Based on the previous work 
accomplished at the first Latin American Symposium (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 5-8 November 2001) 
and the meeting of the English-speaking Caribbean countries (see paragraph 15), delegates reached 
consensus on certain areas, as reflected in the “Lima text”. The meeting also adopted the Lima 
Declaration. 

 

 

=     =     = 

 

                                                      
1 Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad 

and Tobago. 
2 Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican 

Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela.  


