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FIFTH MEETING 

 

Wednesday, 18 January 2012, at 09:05 

 

Chairman: Mr R. EL MAKKAOUI (Morocco) 
 
 
 
NOMINATION OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Item 3 of the Agenda (continued) 
 
Nomination for the post: Item 3.1 of the Agenda (Document EB130/INF.DOC./1) (continued from 
the third meeting, section 1) 
 
Draft contract: Item 3.2 of the Agenda (Document EB130/3) 
 

The meeting was held in open session from 09:05 to 11:30, when it resumed in public session. 
 
Nomination for the post: Item 3.1 of the Agenda (Document EB130/INF.DOC./1) (resumed) 
 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mr ESPINOSA SALAS (Ecuador), Rapporteur, read out the 
resolution on the nomination for the post of Director-General adopted by the Board in open session:1 
 

The Executive Board, 

1. NOMINATES Dr Margaret Chan for the post of Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, in accordance with Article 31 of the Constitution; 

2. SUBMITS this nomination to the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his congratulations to the Director-General on her nomination for a 
second term and wished her every success. Her nomination was a testimony to the confidence placed 
in her by Member States on account of her discerning leadership, far-sightedness, ongoing 
commitment and experience accumulated during her professional life and years in office as Director-
General. She would play a major role in the WHO reform that she had instigated in order to enhance 
the Organization’s effectiveness in promoting the health of current and future generations worldwide 
and ensuring their equal right to health. He said that he was sure that all Member States would support 
her in performing her functions. Having had the honour of working closely with her, he could affirm 
without hesitation that WHO was fortunate to have such a professional, competent, dynamic and 
creative individual at its head. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that she was honoured by the Board’s expression of 
confidence in her ability to continue to lead the Organization. When she had been nominated for her 
first term as Director-General, she had promised to work tirelessly, and she had done so. All those 
involved in public health would need to work even harder to maintain the increased momentum that 
had marked the start of the 21st century. It could be done: the public health sector was used to struggle 
and setbacks. The work of public health was never done. The persistent challenges and ongoing 
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struggles had been exacerbated by a world rocked by economic upheaval, while the globalization of 
unhealthy lifestyles, demographic ageing and the rise of noncommunicable diseases added to the 
challenges.  

The public health sector and WHO were both feeling under pressure; yet there were many 
promising signs of improvement and a thirst for efficiency. A “shift to thrift” and smart innovations 
could sustain the recent unprecedented drive for better health. Universal health coverage was a 
powerful equalizer. The public health sector and WHO were well positioned to create greater fairness, 
balance and social cohesion. If her nomination were confirmed by the Health Assembly, she would 
work even harder to ensure that more people attained the highest possible level of health. She 
expressed appreciation to Member States and the staff of WHO for their hard work and support during 
her first term. With continued support and cooperation, they would build on their achievements and 
accomplish even more together.  

 
Mr ZHANG Mao (China) warmly welcomed the nomination of Dr Chan, and expressed his 

appreciation to the Board for the trust and support that it had shown. He congratulated the Director-
General on her achievements over the previous five years. 

Global health faced many challenges. Changes to the ecosystem and the way people lived and 
worked had given rise to a host of complex public health issues. New communicable diseases 
continued to emerge, and the treatment of chronic diseases had led to a rapid increase in health costs. 
Health inequities were steadily widening and had an adverse impact on traditional health systems. At 
the same time, there were new opportunities. Medical reforms in his country were yielding good initial 
results. The international community was increasingly becoming aware that human health was not just 
a product of economic development but, more importantly, also contributed to it. Human well-being 
and health development had attracted unprecedented attention.  

In that context, the international community was calling for the reform of the global health 
governance structure, demanding a stronger, more efficient, more transparent and more accountable 
WHO Secretariat. The Board’s nomination of Dr Chan reflected its recognition of her expertise, 
managerial competence, capable and efficient working methods, and leadership, as well as the 
expectation that, under her continued leadership, the Secretariat would support Member States in 
meeting new and emerging challenges for global public health.  

Dr Chan would continue to lead WHO in continuous reform and innovation, promoting the 
development and strengthening of health systems in developing countries, improving health security, 
increasing access to medical products and paying attention to vulnerable groups, particularly women 
and African populations, so as to make fresh contributions to attaining the objective of WHO. His 
Government would continue to support Dr Chan and the Secretariat in working for human health, and 
hoped that the Health Assembly would approve the Board’s nomination. 

Dr JESSE (Estonia), speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, said that 
the acceding State Croatia, the candidate countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Iceland, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 
potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, together with Ukraine, Armenia and 
Georgia, aligned themselves with her statement. Over the previous five years, the ambitions that the 
Director-General had declared on taking office had been transformed into action. It had been a 
challenging time, and many of those challenges – the influenza pandemic, achieving the health-related 
Millennium Development Goals, facing up to the financial crisis and environmental disasters, and 
tackling communicable and noncommunicable diseases – were still present, underlining the need to 
maintain a strong focus on health systems. Throughout, the Director-General had demonstrated her 
firm resolve to attain results for health and to care for people, determined to steer the work of WHO 
into areas where it had a unique advantage and where it could have a distinct and measurable impact 
and create added value.  
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She agreed with the Director-General that the Organization should not follow a “full-menu” 
approach, and supported the ambitious reform process, including the commitment to strengthen 
accountability for results and impact, which the Director-General had initiated in order to make WHO 
“fit for purpose”. In the modern world, leadership was not mandated, but earned. The Director-General 
had earned deep respect and support, as evidenced by her nomination for a second term, and the 
expectations for her future work matched the great challenges remaining. The European Union wished 
her resilience, strength and good health, and stood ready to support her in her work. 

Mr DESIRAJU (India), speaking on behalf of the Member States of the South-East Asia 
Region, congratulated the Director-General on her nomination. For five years, she had guided the 
work of WHO with firmness and determination, but also with understanding and concern. In difficult 
times for the Organization, she had shown wisdom and courage in addressing challenges and had put 
the issues of governance, financing and reform firmly on its agenda. He trusted that, during her second 
term, substantial reforms would be accomplished, and he assured the Director-General of the Region’s 
continued good wishes and support. 

Mr HILALE (Morocco), warmly congratulating the Director-General, said that her nomination 
bore witness to Member States’ confidence in her leadership and the high regard in which she was 
held, both professionally and personally. The determination and strong will she had shown during her 
first term had helped the Organization to confront major challenges and overcome difficulties, 
including numerous health emergencies. His Government would continue to offer her its full support, 
in the conviction that she would maintain her tenacity and determination in working with Member 
States and others to improve health worldwide. 

WHO must fully assume its responsibilities as a United Nations specialized agency and the 
global coordinating body for health. In view of the number and complexity of challenges it faced, its 
objective would be difficult – but not impossible – to achieve. The international community should 
pull together in a spirit of equity and solidarity, and the Organization must obtain the resources needed 
to confront those challenges, meet the expectations of Member States and improve the lot of the most 
vulnerable members of society, building on the hard-won health achievements to date. The fragility of 
those achievements, particularly in developing countries, required swift and urgent action to 
strengthen health systems and promote equitable access to health services.  

The Director-General’s ambitious reform programme offered an opportunity to make WHO 
more efficient and transparent and to consolidate its position as a standard-setting body. He wished her 
well in her mission. 

Dr BAYE LUKONG (Cameroon) congratulated the Director-General on her well-deserved 
nomination, knowing she could be counted upon to work to improve health, particularly the health of 
women and children. Her Government would give the Director-General its full support. 

Dr SILBERSCHMIDT (Switzerland), adding his congratulations, said that he trusted the 
Director-General to lead WHO through the reform process and make it fit for the 21st century, helping 
more people to enjoy the highest possible level of health and protecting and promoting equity. As host 
country, Switzerland would continue to do its utmost to provide the Secretariat with optimal 
conditions and to support the Director-General.  

Dr OMI (Japan), echoing the congratulations, said that, in view of her track record and strong 
leadership in global health, the Director-General’s nomination for a second term was particularly well 
deserved. The energy she had invested during her first term in reaching out to stakeholders had laid 
excellent foundations for achievements over the coming five years, during which he and his 
Government would support her fully. 
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Dr AL-HALKI (Syrian Arab Republic), in congratulating the Director-General on her 
nomination, paid tribute to her leadership of WHO, her successful handling of public health 
emergencies, her selfless dedication to improving global health systems for attainment of the 
Millennium Development Goals, and her professionalism. She would undoubtedly achieve further 
successes and bring added value to work in the area of health, finding in addition the support needed 
from Member States in order to promote public health across the globe. 

Dr DANKOKO (Senegal), welcoming the transparency with which the nomination process had 
been conducted, extended his congratulations to the Director-General for her well-earned nomination 
and pledged his country’s further support. 

Dr ST. JOHN (Barbados), speaking on behalf of the member countries of the Caribbean 
Community, added to the expressions of appreciation for the contribution made by the Director-
General and of confidence in her leadership of WHO. As the international lead agency for technical 
health matters, WHO should continue to be led by somebody with the knowledge, credibility and 
skills to negotiate the worlds of international relations, resource mobilization, agenda-setting and 
prioritization. The Director-General understood the clear and distinct mandate of WHO in the context 
of concerns about its unique role and the finances available for health promotion. Her willingness to 
speak forthrightly, her clear articulation of the core role of WHO, and her role in helping Member 
States to assess the need and direction for reform were much appreciated. With Dr Chan at the helm, 
WHO would have a place in achieving improvements in health over the following five years. 

Dr BIRINTANYA (Burundi) said that the nomination of the Director-General for a second term 
reflected the confidence of all Member States in her abilities, the progress made under her leadership, 
and her vision for the future. Continuity at the highest level was important as the reform process 
moved forward. Even with her experience in the post, the Director-General would need the support of 
all Member States to tackle new challenges in an ever-changing world. His Government would 
support her fully, and hoped that she would visit Burundi during her second term. 

Dr GULLY (Canada), welcoming the nomination of the Director-General, said that his country 
had always been a strong supporter of WHO and would continue to be so, at a time when WHO would 
continue to change in order to confront the shifting and complex global health environment. The 
Director-General had set a stage where all Member States and their populations were engaged, where 
partnerships across all sectors were fundamental, and where results benefiting the most vulnerable and 
combating inequity were important. In the conviction that she would continue to follow that path, he 
offered the Director-General his congratulations. 

Mr DA FONSECA (Timor-Leste) congratulated the Director-General, who faced a hard task in 
guiding WHO through the important process of reform and overcoming the complex challenges to 
achievement of the Organization’s objective. Her first term had equipped her well for that task. He 
urged her to redouble her efforts to support developing countries and wished her success. 

Dr AL-ADOOFI (Yemen) said that the nomination confirmed the Director-General’s 
accomplishments of recent years and the confidence of Member States in her ability to overcome 
future challenges. He encouraged her to address the issue of easy access to medicines in least 
developed countries in the light of the world’s current financial and economic crisis, as well as 
working on establishing a strategic vision for autism, a neglected disability that placed an onerous 
burden on many developed and developing countries. He was optimistic of WHO’s success under 
Dr Chan’s leadership. 
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Mr ESPINOSA SALAS (Ecuador), echoing the congratulations addressed to the Director-
General, expressed the conviction that, under her continued leadership, the Organization would pursue 
its quest for institutional reform, its joint activities with regional health organizations and its timely 
action to tackle problems facing the international community, paying particular attention to those 
whom the democratization of health services would benefit most. His Government would support the 
work of WHO and wished the Director-General well for her second term. 

Mr TOSCANO VELASCO (Mexico) wished the Director-General every success over the 
coming five years. She already knew the priorities, problems and challenges, including universal 
health coverage, climate change and noncommunicable diseases, that should be placed on the global 
agenda. She would be able to turn them into opportunities for improving health conditions, with 
governments, nongovernmental organizations and society working together. 

Dr SHEKU DAOH (Sierra Leone), speaking on behalf of the Member States of the African 
Region, congratulated the Director-General warmly on her nomination. The Board had taken a 
decision that would give global health continued hope, direction and vision. He expressed trust in her 
leadership capacity and experience of public health management. Huge public health challenges lay 
ahead, including WHO reform, but, with her administrative and professional skills, and supported by 
her team of advisers and Member States, she would be able to tackle them successfully. He expressed 
appreciation for the fact that she continued to place his Region’s health priorities on the agenda. 

Dr MILOSAVLJEVIĆ (Serbia), congratulating the Director-General, said that good leadership 
of WHO had been crucial over the previous five years, which had been difficult and demanding. He 
was optimistic for the future of the Organization as the reform process continued. 

Dr AZODOH (Nigeria) congratulated the Director-General on her nomination, noting with 
satisfaction her achievements during her first term and her continued commitment to public health. 
The support of the Board bore testimony to her exemplary leadership and management of WHO. She 
encouraged the Director-General to continue her good work to ensure the complete eradication of 
various endemic diseases, particularly poliomyelitis, and commended her unstinting commitment to 
controlling malaria, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis and to improving the health of women and children. It 
was to be hoped that the Director-General would remain committed both to improving access to 
affordable medicines and to ensuring vaccine security. Her determination to promote accountability, 
equity, prudent management and improved support for country health systems was welcome. 

Mr ORGIL (Mongolia) fully supported the nomination of Dr Chan, who had demonstrated 
outstanding professional competence and performance and gained global recognition, successfully 
managing numerous public health emergencies and the impact of the global financial crisis. Her vision 
for WHO's priorities and strategies showed her commitment to strengthening health systems and 
capacity building, and improving the health of vulnerable groups, particularly women and those in 
least developed countries. Under her leadership, the WHO reform process would continue, benefiting 
all Member States. His Government would support her fully. 

Dr DE ASSUNÇÃO SAÍDE (Mozambique), welcoming the Director-General’s nomination, 
said that, in the difficult times ahead, her experience, competence and leadership would enable WHO 
to build strong partnerships and implement an agenda geared towards addressing public health issues 
and reducing the disease burden, particularly in those regions and countries in greatest need. He 
wished her great success. 
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Mr YUSOF (Brunei Darussalam), expressing appreciation for the smooth running of the 
nomination process, extended congratulations to the Director-General. The Board’s strong support for 
Dr Chan demonstrated its confidence and trust in her credibility and capability. Confident that WHO 
would reach new heights under her continued leadership, his Government would continue to support 
her. 

Dr LARSEN (Norway) shared the Director-General’s views on global health and WHO, and 
therefore welcomed her nomination for a second term. Endorsing the priority she attached to health 
systems, tackling noncommunicable diseases and improving the health of women and African 
populations, he assured her of his Government’s continued support.  

Dr SEEBA (Germany) thanked the Director-General for the remarkable work she had done over 
the past five years, a difficult and challenging time for WHO. She had steered the Organization 
through the financial crisis, undertaken the ambitious but necessary task of reform, and been 
instrumental in ensuring that topics such as strengthening health systems were placed high on the 
global health agenda. Germany would support her fully during her second term.  

Dr PE THET KHIN (Myanmar), congratulating the Director-General on her nomination, 
assured her of his country’s full support during her second term. 

Dr DAULAIRE (United States of America) welcomed Dr Chan’s nomination. His Government 
appreciated the opportunity to work with her for the next five years and would fully support her.  

Dr SHEIKH YUSUF (Somalia), adding his congratulations on a well-deserved nomination, 
emphasized the need for WHO reform, beginning with the country offices. 

Dr VALENTIN (Seychelles) congratulated the Director-General on her nomination and wished 
her every success in the discharge of her responsibilities. His country, which already had good health 
indicators, was endeavouring to make further progress with its scarce resources, and support from 
WHO was greatly appreciated. 

Dr IKRAMOV (Uzbekistan), echoing the congratulations and affirming his country’s support 
for the Director-General, commended her efforts to improve global health. Her knowledge and 
experience would contribute significantly to the process of reforming WHO.  

Dr AL-HAKIM (Iraq)1 congratulated the Director-General on her nomination, which he had 
supported on the basis of her outstanding efforts over the past five years and her ability in managing 
WHO and elaborating a clear-cut strategy and plan of work. It was fitting that she should be afforded 
the full opportunity to complete the tasks in hand and he therefore looked forward to a comprehensive 
review of the various aspects of that plan during her next term of office. 

Mrs FARANI AZEVÊDO (Brazil)1 congratulated the Director-General on her nomination. In 
her first term, WHO had undertaken several initiatives. Brazil particularly appreciated the adoption of 
the Global strategy and plan of action on public health, innovation and intellectual property and the 
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework, and the establishment of the Working Group of 
Member States on Substandard/Spurious/Falsely-Labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit Medical Products. It 
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was important for Member States to be fully engaged in such exercises, and she expressed 
appreciation to the Director-General and her team for their technical advice, support and 
encouragement.  

She was encouraged by the Director-General’s personal commitment to fighting inequities, her 
perception that people and governments needed capacity, not charity, her concern with the quality, 
safety and affordability of medicines, and her determination not to let WHO ignore the millions of 
people who did not have access to medicines, while respecting the need for innovation. She wished the 
Director-General success for her second term in office. 

Dr NICKNAM (Islamic Republic of Iran)1 congratulated Dr Chan on her well-deserved 
nomination. The Secretariat and Member States would continue to rely on her energetic leadership and 
invaluable contribution to achieving the Organization’s objective. As a result of the reform process she 
had initiated, WHO would surely become more effective, responsive and dynamic during her tenure. 

Ms FERNÁNDEZ PALACIOS (Cuba)1 expressed her firm support for the Director-General’s 
nomination, emphasizing her performance and commitment to the right of all peoples to health. 

Ms QUACOE (Côte d’Ivoire)1 said that the nomination of Dr Chan, for which congratulations 
were in order, reflected the universal recognition of her competence, leadership, commitment to public 
health, and devotion to tackling the problems besetting health throughout the world. Her Government 
would support the Director-General indefatigably, convinced that Dr Chan's commitment to the 
Organization’s objective would bring results.  

Dr WARIDA (Egypt)1 expressed full confidence in the Board’s decision to nominate the 
Director-General for a second term of office. After taking up responsibility five years earlier at a 
delicate juncture for WHO, she had ably addressed public health issues and steered the Organization 
through various global crises by dint of her impressive professional skills and courageous leadership to 
achieve tangible successes. For example, she had expertly spearheaded the international efforts to 
combat pandemic influenza and finalize a ground-breaking international agreement on pandemic 
influenza preparedness, averted conflicts of interest, and ventured to declare principles of health equity 
for all and to prioritize health needs in developing countries. 

Mr HABIB (Indonesia),1 congratulating the Director-General on a well-deserved nomination 
that reflected the confidence placed in her by Member States, expressed the view that she would be 
able to lead WHO over the following five years during which the challenges of improving health care 
for all would remain on the international health agenda. Dr Chan’s leadership in the adoption of the 
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework in 2011 had been appreciated. In coping with the 
difficult and complex health challenges that the global community would face, she would need 
Member States’ support, guidance and commitment to help WHO to adapt. WHO reform was 
necessary. Indonesia would continue to support the Organization and the Director-General. 

Dr JAMES (Singapore)1 extended her congratulations to Dr Chan on her nomination. She had 
accomplished much in her first term. During the 2009 influenza pandemic, she had been an inspiring 
leader and played a crucial role in combating the crisis. Confronted by the global financial crisis, she 
had remained resolute in her commitment to fighting diseases and strengthening health systems, as 
well as helping countries to achieve the health-related Millennium Development Goals. Her vision and 
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commitment in ushering in major reforms, necessary in times of financial austerity, would ensure that 
the Organization remained the global leader in health, and she would undoubtedly direct WHO to even 
greater heights. 

Mr LEE Kyong-yul (Republic of Korea)1 joined others in congratulating the Director-General. 
He looked forward to seeing her fulfil her vision and strategy, and welcomed her commitment to 
reforming the Organization. 

Ms NGHINAMUNDOVA (Namibia)1 echoed the congratulations addressed to Dr Chan, who, 
she was confident, would continue to steer the agenda of WHO to the benefit of all people, particularly 
during a critical period of reform. She assured the Director-General of her country’s continuing 
support. 

Dr SANGA (United Republic of Tanzania)1 congratulated the Director-General on her 
nomination. Her Government looked forward to further efforts to promote the health of women and 
children in Africa, and would continue to support the Director-General fully. 

Mr OSEI (Ghana),1 warmly congratulating the Director-General, expressed sincere appreciation 
for her unwavering commitment to tackling issues adversely affecting women’s and children’s health. 
Her compassion was heartwarming and her passion for promoting better health outcomes through 
greater social equity was commendable. Her second term would doubtless yield dividends for public 
health, particularly in Africa. He urged her to remain steadfast in building strong partnerships to 
overcome problems that might seem intractable. 

Mr RAZAFINDRAZAKA (Madagascar)1 congratulated Dr Chan on her nomination. Her 
human qualities, experience and skills were well known, and he was confident that, despite the current 
global crises, she would continue to fight for public health, particularly in developing countries.  

Dr LUKWAGO (Uganda)1 joined others in congratulating Dr Chan. Her statement to the Board 
in her interview had been tantamount to a contract between herself and the rest of the world on health-
related matters. He congratulated the Board for the near-consensus in support of the Director-
General’s commitment to the global health agenda. Uganda fully expected her to perform and expand 
on the tangible gains made in her current term of office. He congratulated her. 

Dr EL OAKLEY (Libya)1 expressed his congratulations to the Director-General on her 
nomination for a second term, by a resounding majority, at a difficult time of administrative change 
for WHO. He expressed his country’s gratitude for WHO’s enormous support for the Libyan people 
both during and after the revolution of 17 February 2011. 

Mr CHIRINCIUC (Republic of Moldova)1 offered the Director-General congratulations on her 
well-deserved nomination. He looked forward to the implementation of the reforms she had instigated. 

                                                      
1 Participating by virtue of Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board. 
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Draft contract: Item 3.2 of the Agenda (Document EB130/3) (resumed) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mr ESPINOSA SALAS (Ecuador), Rapporteur, read out the 
resolution on the draft contract of the Director-General adopted by the Board in open session:1 

The Executive Board, 
 In accordance with the requirements of Rule 107 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly, 
 
1. SUBMITS to the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly the attached draft contract 
establishing the terms and conditions of appointment of the Director-General; 
 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

The Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Pursuant to Article 31 of the Constitution and Rule 107 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Health Assembly, 

APPROVES the contract establishing the terms and conditions of appointment, 
salary and other emoluments for the post of Director-General; 

II 
Pursuant to Rule 110 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly,  

AUTHORIZES the President of the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly to sign this 
contract in the name of the Organization. 

 
 

The meeting rose at 12:40. 

=     =     = 
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