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1. Regulation 14.1 of the Financial Regulations of WHO states that the “External Auditor(s), each 
of whom shall be the Auditor-General (or officer holding equivalent title or status) of a Member 
government, shall be appointed by the Health Assembly, in the manner decided by the Assembly. 
External Auditor(s) appointed may be removed only by the Assembly.” 

2. Although the duration of the appointment is at the discretion of the Health Assembly, previous 
practice has, however, been to appoint the External Auditor for two financial periods. In May 1999, 
the Fifty-second World Health Assembly, by resolution WHA52.8, reappointed the Auditor-General 
of the Republic of South Africa as the External Auditor of WHO’s accounts for the two financial 
periods 2000-2001 and 2002-2003. 

3. The appointment of the External Auditor will need to be considered by the Fifty-sixth World 
Health Assembly in May 2003 and, if past practice is followed, the appointment will take effect from 
1 January 2004 and would be for the financial periods 2004-2005 and 2006-2007. 

4. A practice has been established as from the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly whereby 
proposals for the post of External Auditor were made by Member States upon invitation by the 
Director-General. That Health Assembly made its selection, as in other organizations of the United 
Nations Common System, by secret ballot, as would be the case for any election under Rules 80 and 
81 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly. This practice was also followed by the 
Fifty-second World Health Assembly. 

5. In accordance with the practice referred to in paragraph 4 and existing in some other 
organizations of the United Nations system, all Member States were invited, by the Note Verbale 
C.L.30.2002 (4 September 2002, see Annex 1), to nominate a candidate for consideration by the 
Health Assembly for the position of External Auditor of the accounts of WHO for the financial periods 
2004-2005 and 2006-2007. A deadline of 31 January 2003 was specified for the receipt of 
nominations. 

6. Nominations were received before the deadline from the Governments of Germany (dated 
29 January 2003, Annex 3); Ghana (dated 31 January 2003, Annex 7); India (dated 31 January 2003, 
Annex 8); Mauritius (dated 29 January 2003, Annex 4); Netherlands (dated 30 January 2003, 
Annex 5); South Africa (dated 27 January 2003, Annex 2) and Sweden (dated 31 January 2003, 
Annex 9). A nomination from the Government of Colombia, dated 31 January 2003, was received on 
7 February 2003 (Annex 6). These nominations are summarized in Annex 10. 



A56/31 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2 

7. Two nominations of private companies and one nomination of a private individual were 
received from a government before the deadline (dated 8 January 2003). In view of the requirement 
that the External Auditor be “the Auditor-General (or officer holding equivalent title or status) of a 
Member government”, the government concerned was asked to confirm that the companies and 
individual proposed met this qualification before consideration could be given to submitting the 
nominations to the Health Assembly. No such confirmation has been received at the time of 
preparation of this document and, consequently, the nominations have not been submitted to the 
Health Assembly. 

ACTION BY THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

8. Because several nominations have been received for the appointment as External Auditor, the 
Fifty-sixth World Health Assembly may wish to proceed in accordance with the practice established 
by the Forty-eighth and Fifty-second World Health Assemblies, namely, to select the External Auditor 
by holding a secret ballot. After the selection process, the Health Assembly may wish to consider the 
following draft resolution: 

The Fifty-sixth World Health Assembly 

1. RESOLVES that [exact title to be inserted] of [title of Member State to be inserted] be 
appointed External Auditor of the accounts of the World Health Organization for the financial 
periods 2004-2005 and 2006-2007 and that he/she conduct his/her audits in accordance with the 
principles incorporated in Regulation XIV and the Appendix to the Financial Regulations, 
provided that, should the necessity arise, he/she may designate a representative to act in his/her 
absence; 

[if applicable] 

2. EXPRESSES its thanks to the Auditor-General of the Republic of South Africa for the 
work he has performed for the Organization in his audit of the accounts for the financial periods 
2000-2001 and 2002-2003. 

ANNEXES 

9. The annexes referred to in the preceding paragraphs are listed below for ease of reference. 
Those for the nominations are listed in order of date. 

Annex 1  Note Verbale 
Annex 2  Nomination from the Government of South Africa 
Annex 3  Nomination from the Government of Germany 
Annex 4  Nomination from the Government of Mauritius 
Annex 5  Nomination from the Government of the Netherlands 
Annex 6  Nomination from the Government of Colombia 
Annex 7  Nomination from the Government of Ghana 
Annex 8  Nomination from the Government of India 
Annex 9  Nomination from the Government of Sweden 
Annex 10  Summary table of nominations 
























