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EXECUTIVE BOARD EB117/26
117th Session 23 January 2006
Provisional agenda item 8.2

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit:
recent reports

Report by the Secretariat

1. In 2004, the United Nations Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) issued 10 reports, three of which either
were not of direct relevance to WHO or did not call for any specific action from WHO at this stage. '

2. Comments on the remaining seven reports, together with JIU’s main findings and
recommendations, are contained in the Annex to this document. The reports concerned are: Review of
the headquarters agreements concluded by the organizations of the United Nations system: human
resources issues affecting staff (document JIU/REP/2004/2), a series of four interrelated reports on
managing for results in the United Nations system (Overview of the series of reports on managing for
results in the United Nations system (document JIU/REP/2004/5), Implementation of results-based
management in the United Nations organizations (document JIU/REP/2004/6), Delegation of authority
and accountability (document JIU/REP/2004/7), and Managing performance and contracts (document
JIU/REP/2004/8)); Procurement practices within the United Nations system (document
JIU/REP/2004/9); and Harmonization of the conditions of travel throughout the United Nations system
(document JIU/REP/2004/10).

3. In 2005, JIU has to date issued four reports, two of which were not considered to be of direct
relevance to WHO.” The other two reports are Policies of United Nations system organizations
towards the use of open source software (OSS) in the secretariats (document JIU/REP/2005/3) and A
common payroll for United Nations system organizations (document JIU/REP/2005/4).

e JIU/REP/2004/1: Multilingualism and access to information: case study of the International Civil Aviation
Organization;

¢ JIU/REP/2004/3: Administration of justice: harmonization of the statutes of the United Nations Administrative
Tribunal and the International Labour Organization Administrative Tribunal;

* JIU/REP/2004/4: Review of management and administration in the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

JIU/REP/2005/1: Review of management and administration in WIPO: budget, oversight and related issues;

¢ JIU/REP/2005/2: Some measures to improve overall performance of the United Nations system at the country
level. Part I: a short history of United Nations reform in development; and Part II.
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4. Comments on the former, together with JIU’s main findings and recommendations, are attached
in the Annex to this document. The latter report, which deals with a United Nations system-wide
initiative, will only be submitted to the United Nations General Assembly at its sixty-first session in
2006; for that reason, and since the CEB has not yet expressed its opinion on the idea of establishing a
common payroll, the report will be submitted to the Board after submission to the United Nations
General Assembly.

5. In addition, JIU has issued a note entitled “Review of the implementation of results-based
management in the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)” (document JIU/NOTE/2005/1). The
note covers several aspects of the administration and management of PAHO, focusing on the
assessment of the results-based management system in that organization against the benchmarks
contained in the relevant series of JIU reports.' The note was submitted to PAHO’s 46th Directing
Council, which was held in Washington, DC, United States of America, from 26 to 30 September
2005.

6. In the PAHO secretariat document,” the Director of PAHO announced that a detailed analysis of
the report and its findings would be undertaken during the period September 2005 — January 2006; an
action plan to advance the implementation of results-based management in the WHO Regional Office
for the Americas/PAHO would also be prepared for PAHO’s governing bodies. Detailed comments on
the report would be presented to the PAHO Subcommittee on Planning and Programming in March
2006.

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

7. The Executive Board is invited to take note of the reports and the review by the Programme,
Budget and Administration Committee.’

! Documents JIU/REP/2004/5-8.
2 Document CD46/23, Add.1.
3 See document EB117/3.
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