
 
Seventy-second World Health Assembly / Soixante douzième Assemblée mondiale de la Santé 
Palais des Nations 
May 2019 / Mai 2019   

Side event application / Formulaire de demande de réunion parallèle 

Contact  

Name/Nom: HE Dr Ahmed Mohammed Obaid Al Saidi 
Minister of Health, Sultanate of Oman 

Date of application/Date de la 
demande:       

Delegation(s)/Délégation(s): Mr Essa Bin Jaber Al Alawi, Director of Minister’s office  
dir.ir.moh@gmail.com  or dir-ir@moh.gov.om  

Telephone, Email/Téléphone, courriel: +968 24695271 Minister Office Direct, +968 24603807 Secretary direct, 

mailto:dir.ir.moh@gmail.com
mailto:dir-ir@moh.gov.om


 

Concept 

Description of proposed side event, including objective, expected results, proposed programme and speakers* / 
Description de la réunion parallèle proposée, y compris les objectifs, les résultats attendus, l’ordre du jour et les orateurs* :  

 

Health for peace (HOPE)  

Peace and health : There were 49 state-based conflicts, 82 active non-state conflicts, and 10 wars in 2017. 1 As a 
consequence of this violence and conflicts, 68.5 million forcibly displaced individuals including 25.4 million refugees of 
which 52% were children were recorded in 2017. Health initiatives have the potential to effectively reduce the morbidity and 
mortality amid conflict situations, promote conflict prevention and catalyze the process of post conflict reconciliation.  

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (WHO/EMR), which includes Member States from the Middle East, North Africa and 
South West Asia, is suffering from unprecedented number of complex conflicts and humanitarian emergencies. In this 
Region, conflict is new normal in health and development context. The effects of war and conflict in EMR has caused the 
largest migration and refugee crisis since World War II and has severely disrupted health systems in those afflicted regions. 
Health care is also under attack in several countries of the Region as attacks, resulting deaths and injuries have increased 
manifold between 2015 and 2018 in WHO/EMR.  

Peace holds a critical position in the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development in a world that is increasingly divided. Some 
regions enjoy sustained peace, security and prosperity, while others such as the WHO/EMR, fall into seemingly endless 
cycles of conflict and violence. Health workers, enjoy broader acceptance in the society. The traditional role of medical 
workers of caring for victims of violence is important for many reasons; however, it does not seem to directly address the 
cause of injury and death: the conflict itself. In view of this, the significance of action on peace for health as a strong 
determinant and health for peace as contributor and peace builder in WHO/EMR is growing.  

Peace through health programs have been defined as ‘‘any initiative that is intended to improve the health of a population 
and to simultaneously heighten that population’s level of peace and security”. The World Health Organization (WHO) have 
been an advocate for health to be used as a bridge for peace. In 1981, the World Health Assembly (WHA) in its Resolution 
34.38/1981 recognized the role of physicians and health workers in preservation and promotion pf peace as the most 
significant factor for the attainment of health for all.  

Initiative HoPE : Initiated and led by the Government of Sultanat of Oman, coordinated by the Regional Director (RD), 
WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO) together with other interested Governments and other 
institutional partners in the Region, Health for Peace-Hope initiative aims to promote health for peace and catalyze the 
expected dividend in the form of improved health and development outcomes in the Region.  

The initiative named HoPE-health for peace-using neutrality of health as a basis, calls for adopting a partnership approach 
among Member States, UN partners, regional organizations and academia to conduct diplomacy for health and through 
health for peace. The initiative draws upon similar past experiences from other Regions.  

In the mid-1980s, Unicef, the Roman Catholic church, and other organizations negotiated “days of tranquility” in El 
Salvador. Fighting was suspended for the immunisation of children for three days each year from 1985 until the peace 
accords in 1992. In Angola between 1994 and 1997, WHO promoted dialogue between health professionals in order to 
adopt national guidelines on priority health issues. In Croatia between 1996 and 1997, WHO facilitated negotiations 
between the Croatian Ministry of Health and the Eastern Slavonia Serb leaders on public health issues and facilitated 
cross-community contacts through joint health workshops and seminars. In Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, WHO 
worked on confidence-building measures such as the promotion of ties between international professionals.  

The WHO constitution states that health is the social responsibility of governments and that health is a right that people 
should have access to irrespective of other considerations such as where are they living. The relationship between 
diplomacy and health is also growing as health diplomacy gets rooted into work of global health organizations and the 
health workers at country level.  To promote peace in selected WHO/EMR countries, health can be positioned as a neutral 
and apolitical catalyst. To do so, HoPE initiative aims to position health as a bridge to peace and   

1. Conduct diplomacy to promote peace, using acceptance and neutrality of health sector and workers, cross line 
and cross border in conflict affected countries  

2. Promote opportunities, cross line and cross border, such as training and or others, focusing on common needs 
and interest, to bring together professionals from different conflict groups  

3. Promote equity as a perquisite to sustainable, long term peace and development  

4. Promote capacity-building opportunities for health workers, leaders in peace promotion.  

A side event on health for peace is being proposed to be organized during the World Health Assembly in 2019. The event 
will debate and announce the broader partnership among collaborating Governments and institutions on this Initiative. The 
event is also expected to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review the relevant and available evidence, share on-going 
initiatives at country level and seek broader consensus from stakeholders on promoting health in the Region as a peace 
builder. Due to the significance of this topic i.e. health and peace, it is expected that Member States outside EMR will also 
be interested in participating in the event.  

 



 

 

 

Event details / détails de la réunion 

Date  21 May 2019                                                                                        Time/Heure   13 :00-14 :00                                                                               

Expected number of participants/Nombre de participants attendus : 100 plus  

Exact title of the event/Titre exact de la réunion:      Health for peace (HoPE)-give health a chance to promote peace   

 
Interpretation/Interprétation 
Interpretation may be provided in the official languages and the estimated costs are as follows: 2 languages: 2568 CHF; 
3 languages: 5136 CHF; 6 languages: 11985 CHF. 

L’interprétation peut être assurée dans les langues officielles aux coûts estimés suivants : 2 langues-2568 CHF;  
3 langues : 5136 CHF; 6 langues : 11985 CHF. 

Are interpretation services requested? / L’interprétation est-elle requise ? Yes/Oui   No/Non   

(If yes, which languages)/(Si oui, en quelle langue)       

English/Anglais  French/Français  Russian/Russe  Spanish/Espagnol  Chinese/Chinois  Arabic/Arabe  

Other language/autre langue:       

Invoice to be sent to/ Facture à envoyer à:  
Name/Nom  Wasiq Khan, Regional Advisor Health Promotion, DHP/EMRO  
Postal address/ Adresse postale       
E-mail/Courriel khanwa@who.int  

Room Layout/Aménagement des salles 
Due to type of furniture and technical equipment in the room, the layout of the rooms cannot be changed. For information 
regarding the location and layout of rooms at the Palais des Nations, please see: 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

Le type de mobilier et les installations techniques dans les salles ne permettent pas de modifier l’aménagement de celles-ci. 
Pour tout renseignement sur l’emplacement ou la disposition des salles au Palais des Nations voir le lien : 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

*Badges/ Badges d’accès 
WHA side events are for participants of the WHA and, as such, panelists and participants should be drawn from those 
participating in the Health Assembly. 

Les réunions parallèles sont réservées aux participants de l’Assemblée; Les orateurs de ces réunions doivent donc être choisis 
parmi ceux-ci.  

 

Please complete the form and send it to / Merci de remplir le formulaire et de l’envoyer à  

hqgoverningbodies@who.int   

by 29 March 2019 
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