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Side event application / Formulaire de demande de réunion parallèle 

Contact  

Name/Nom:  Igor da Silva Barbosa     Date of application/Date de la 
demande: 29/3/2019 

Delegation(s)/Délégation(s): Brazil 

Telephone, Email/Téléphone, courriel: +41797707057 / igor.barbosa@itamaraty.gov.br 

Concept 

Description of proposed side event, including objective, expected results, proposed programme and speakers* / 
Description de la réunion parallèle proposée, y compris les objectifs, les résultats attendus, l’ordre du jour et les orateurs* :  

 
“Improving Global Vaccination Coverage: progress towards UHC” 

 
Objectives: 
 

1. Enhance the understanding that immunization is a fundamental element of 
Primary Health Care, a first step in the direction of guaranteeing access of 
communities to health services and central to the advancement towards Universal 
Health Coverage; 

2. To sensitize countries and partners on the importance of increasing vaccination 
coverage, avoid new outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases and  the 
resurgence of diseases already eliminated; 

3.  Identify good health practices related to the improvement of vaccination 
coverage, especially those applied during migratory or refugee crises in face of the 
global flow of people (migration and population mobility); 

4. Urge WHO to renegotiate the commitments of the Global Vaccine Plan, especially 
with regard to measles elimination targets. 

 
Introduction: 

 
In 2017, the world has reached a historical landmark: 116.2 million children 

vaccinated - the highest figure ever attained. Despite the optimism this number inspires, 
global immunization coverage (proportion of children in the world receiving 
recommended vaccines) remains stable in the last years, at around 85%.  In addition to this 
stabilization, new developments related to vaccination, such as persisting low national 
coverage in some countries; growth of anti-vax movements; dissemination of fake news; 



 

and the existence of “pockets of fragility” have been the central cause to recent outbreaks 
of vaccine-preventable diseases, especially measles and diphtheria, in many WHO regions. 

 
According to the WHO Global Action Plan on Vaccines, measles and rubella should 

be eliminated in 5 WHO regions by 2020. However, in the case of measles, data of overall 
vaccination coverage show that immunization rates are still below the recommendation of 
at least 95% coverage – which would prevent outbreaks and deaths for the elimination 
targets to be achieved. Despite all efforts, WHO estimates that only 85% of the eligible 
children received the first dose of the measles vaccine, while merely 67% received the 
second. 

 
In 2016, AMRO received the measles elimination certificate, the first region of the 

world to achieve this goal. However, in 2018, the region has again witnessed viral 
circulation and new cases, summing up 16,687 confirmed cases of the disease. Brazil is 
sadly facing reintroduction of the measles virus, and outbreaks are currently occurring in 
11 States, accounting for 10,326 confirmed cases. 

 
Other regions face the same problem, as evidenced by the “Reported Measles Cases 

by WHO” for the year 2018: EURO (27,983 cases confirmed), EMRO (11,964 confirmed 
cases), and WPRO (10,349) . 

 
The current situation - characterized by the resurgence of vaccine-preventable 

communicable diseases, the prolonged and numerous outbreaks and the resulting 
exposition of susceptible populations to the risk of suffering and death - represents an 
obvious and urgent health challenge to the international community. 

 
The need to qualify health systems to address existing immunization gaps, including 

access to health services, is an important measure to avoid wasting decades of progress in 
global health. 
 
Proposed format: 
 
 The event intends to incentivize substantial participation of WHO Member-States, 
experts and other stakeholders. It will rely on the participation of representatives from the 
different regions of WHO as well as other actors, governmental or nongovernmental, thus 
allowing a multi-sectoral approach to the discussions. 
 
Organizers: 
 
Brazilian Ministry of Health and Permanent Mission of Brazil to the UN in Geneva 
 
Date and venue:  
21 May, lunchtime, Palais des Nations 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Event details / détails de la réunion 

Date  21/5                                                                                        Time/Heure   lunchtime                                                                               

Expected number of participants/Nombre de participants attendus : 100 

Exact title of the event/Titre exact de la réunion: “Improving Global Vaccination Coverage: progress towards UHC” 
 

 
Interpretation/Interprétation 
Interpretation may be provided in the official languages and the estimated costs are as follows: 2 languages: 2568 CHF; 
3 languages: 5136 CHF; 6 languages: 11985 CHF. 

L’interprétation peut être assurée dans les langues officielles aux coûts estimés suivants : 2 langues-2568 CHF;  
3 langues : 5136 CHF; 6 langues : 11985 CHF. 

Are interpretation services requested? / L’interprétation est-elle requise ? Yes/Oui   No/Non   

(If yes, which languages)/(Si oui, en quelle langue)       

English/Anglais  French/Français  Russian/Russe  Spanish/Espagnol  Chinese/Chinois  Arabic/Arabe  

Other language/autre langue: English/Portuguese 



 

Invoice to be sent to/ Facture à envoyer à:  
Name/Nom  Mission Permanente du Brésil auprès des Nations Unies à Genève 
Postal address/ Adresse postale Chemin Louis-Dunant, 15, 1202 
E-mail/Courriel delbrasgen@itamaraty.gov.br 

Room Layout/Aménagement des salles 
Due to type of furniture and technical equipment in the room, the layout of the rooms cannot be changed. For information 
regarding the location and layout of rooms at the Palais des Nations, please see: 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

Le type de mobilier et les installations techniques dans les salles ne permettent pas de modifier l’aménagement de celles-ci. 
Pour tout renseignement sur l’emplacement ou la disposition des salles au Palais des Nations voir le lien : 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

*Badges/ Badges d’accès 
WHA side events are for participants of the WHA and, as such, panelists and participants should be drawn from those 
participating in the Health Assembly. 

Les réunions parallèles sont réservées aux participants de l’Assemblée; Les orateurs de ces réunions doivent donc être choisis 
parmi ceux-ci.  

 

Please complete the form and send it to / Merci de remplir le formulaire et de l’envoyer à  

hqgoverningbodies@who.int   

by 29 March 2019 
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