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Introduction
• First positive case - March 6, 2020 
• Back traceability – the first positive

case was infected by patient 0 (Feb 2, 
2020 he developed symptoms of the
disease (import from Italy)

• Declaration of State of Emergency in 
Slovakia (March 16 - June 13)

• Public health guidance
• Surveillance

• Supporting testing and laboratory
capacity

• Essential supplies for health and 
social system



The current situation in Slovakia
Age distribution of hospitalized patients with COVID-19 

March 6 – June 24
Age-specific incidence of COVID-19 by sex

March 6 – June 24



Interval from patient´s disease to the report 
(analysis of cases with clinical signs)

• Interval from illness to reporting
ranges from 1 up to 10 days

• Interval from reporting to 
outbreak processing from 1 to 2 
days (median 1,4 day)

• Quarantine ∑ 15 958 persons
• E-Quarantine ∑ 7545 persons
• Work in outbreak was longer: 

interval from disease to positivity
report 15-55 days

Interval from disease till report - others

Interval from disease till report - imported
No. of days from date of the disease till positivity confirmation



• Key role: Government & PHA & science
experts consortium

• Implementation of basic epidemiological
measures

• Protective measures
• Communication
• UHC principles
• Work with high-risk and vulnerable

populations
• Strengthening the Slovak health and                              

social systems to cope with COVID-19
• Psycho-social support

Country approach to combat SARS-CoV-2



• Communication, collaboration and cooperation – „acting together“
• Increased health-care capacity, creating „pandemic pillars“ (mobile sampling units, 

„epidemiological OPDs“) and reprofilization
• Mobilizing, informing and education = „being in touch“ with HCWs and other key personnel
• International collaboration:
- experts´ consultations with WHO 

- humanitarian aid

- dialogue between EU countries, EU institutions and agencies

- exchange of interventions, epidemiological and clinical guidelines strategies (V4 and other countries, scientific and international
organizations)  

- participation in global interventions fighting COVID-19

• Evidence-informed decision making through collaboration with international „Guidelines
development groups“ (clinical – treatment, testing, isolation, re-opening strategies, psycho-
social-spiritual support, social economy and behavioral strategies)

Key strategies in the respose to pandemic



• Collaboration – all levels making sure „no one left behind“
• Flexibility – preparedness and response e.g. EWRS, pandemic committee

of the government, precaution measures implementation, leadership, surveillance
and data analysis

• Adaptation – strategies to strengthen health and social systems to develop
correspondent guidelines

• Evidence-informed/based decision making
• Population behaviour
• Ethical decision making approach and integrating social and health science

and ethical research and principles
• International collaboration

Guiding principles for Slovakia preparedness
and response to COVID-19 



Thank you for your kind attention
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