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The Pandemic is Not Over

Success with containment and mitigation 
measures thus far

Proven public health measures  – hand and 
respiratory hygiene, physical distancing

Border restrictions, Curfews & Lockdowns

Not out of the woods yet! 
Cannot become complacent!



First Case 
Diagnosed 

March 14, 
2020
a.Days after 

WHO 
pandemic 
declaration

Seven months 
after 
Hurricane 
Dorian –
Category 5 

Massive 
destruction on 
Abaco Island 
and surrounding 
cays
1.Disruption in health 

services delivery 
and public health 
infrastructure

Massive 
disruption in 
health care 
services 
infrastructure on  
Grand Bahama 
Island

Major Hospital 
declared 
uninhabitable 
due to black 
water damage
1.Surrounding 

community health 
care facilities 
destroyed



National Context

Partial Activation Health 
Emergency Operations 
Center

Jan. 2020

National Border Control 
Measures

27 Jan. 2020

PHEIC Declared

30 Jan. 2020

Preparedness and 
Response Plan

February 13, 2020

Laboratory Testing 

February 25, 2020

Pandemic Declared

11 Mar. 2020

Bahamas 1st confirmed 
COVID-19 Case

14 Mar. 2020

Full Activation Health 
Emergency Operations 
Center

16 March 2020

Bahamas last confirmed 
COVID-19 Case

15 June 2020



Previous Preparedness for Emergencies

2008  

Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness Planning

Integrated into general 
emergency preparedness

NEMF8

A “whole-of-society” 
approach to 

pandemic influenza 
preparedness  

Served us well but not 
enough!



COVID-19
Response 
Requirements

SERVICES EQUIPMENT 
AND  INVENTORY

LABORATORY 
CAPACITY

PERSONNEL FINANCIAL



Characteristics of 
the Epidemic

 

Characteristics of 
the Epidemic

 



Outcome of Public Health Measures





Thank You!


