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SUMMARY 
Á No confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) were reported in the week to 11 October. This is the second 

consecutive week with zero confirmed cases. However, 150 registered contacts remain under follow-up in 
Guinea, of which 118 are high risk, and an additional 259 contacts remain untraced. There remains a near-
term risk of further cases among both registered and untraced contacts. In Sierra Leone, 2 high-risk contacts 
associated with the 2 most recently active chains of transmission in the country were lost to follow-up and 
have not yet been found. In addition, a patient who was reported as a case in the United Kingdom on 29 
December 2014, and who later recovered, was hospitalised on 6 October in the United Kingdom after 
developing late EVD-related complications. As of 13 October, 62 close contacts have been identified in the UK 
for follow-up.  

Á Case incidence has remained at 5 confirmed cases or fewer per week for 11 consecutive weeks. Over the same 
period, transmission of the virus has been geographically confined to several small areas in western Guinea 
and Sierra Leone, marking a transition to a distinct, third phase of the epidemic. A refined phase-3 response1 
coordinated by the Interagency Collaboration on Ebola2 will build on existing measures to drive case incidence 
to zero, and ensure a sustained end to EVD transmission. Enhanced capacity to rapidly identify a 
reintroduction (either from an area of active transmission or from an animal reservoir), or re-emergence of 
virus from a survivor, and capacity for testing and counselling as part of a comprehensive package to safeguard 
the welfare of survivors are central to the phase-3 response framework.  

Á A total of 150 contacts remain under follow-up in the Guinean prefecture of Forecariah, of which 118 are high 
risk. All contacts are associated with a single chain of transmission centred on the Ratoma area of the capital, 
Conakry. In addition, 259 contacts in Guinea have been identified but have so far not been traced. Most of 
these untraced contacts are from Conakry and Forecariah. The 4 most recent cases in Guinea, which were 
reported on 26 and 27 September from 2 villages in the sub-prefecture of Kaliah, Forecariah, were infected by 
a 10-year-old girl from Conakry who was an unregistered contact of a probable case linked to the Ratoma 
chain of transmission.  

Á Sierra Leone reported no confirmed cases for the fourth ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ !ƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
2 most recently active chains of transmission, Bombali and Kambia, have now completed 21-day follow-up. In 
addition, the last case to receive treatment was discharged from an Ebola treatment centre in Kambia on 26 
September. However, 2 high-risk contactsτone from Bombali and one from Kambiaτremain untraced. Efforts 
to trace these contacts will continue until 42 days have elapsed since the last reported case in each district.   

Á Robust surveillance measures are essential to ensure the rapid detection of any reintroduction or re-
emergence of EVD in currently unaffected areas. Nine operational laboratories in Guinea tested a total of 725 
new and repeat samples in the week to 4 October (the most recent week for which data are available from 
Guinea and Liberia). In Liberia, 928 new and repeat samples were collected tested in the 4 operational 
laboratories in the week to 4 October. 1654 new samples were collected in Sierra Leone and tested by 9 
operational laboratories in the week to 11 October.  
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Figure 1: Confirmed, probable, and suspected EVD cases worldwide (data up to 11 October 2015) 
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Table 1: Confirmed, probable, and suspected cases in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone  

Country Case definition Cumulative cases Cases in past 21 days Cumulative deaths 

Guinea 

Confirmed 3344 4 2081 

Probable 453 *  453 

Suspected 3 *   ϟ 

Total 3800 4 2534 

Liberia**  

Confirmed 3151 -  ϟ 

Probable 1879 -  ϟ 

Suspected 5636 -  ϟ 

Total 10 666 - 4806 

Confirmed 6 0 2 

Probable *  *  ϟ 

Suspected ϟ *  ϟ 

Total 6 0 2 

Sierra Leone 

Confirmed 8704 0 3589 

Probable 287 *  208 

Suspected 4991 *  158 

Total 13 982 0 3955 

Total 

Confirmed  15 205 4 ϟ 

Probable 2619 *  ϟ 

Suspected 10 630 *  ϟ 

 Total 28 454 4 11 297 

Data are based on official information reported by ministries of health. These numbers are subject to change due to ongoing reclassification, 
retrospective investigation and availability of laboratory results. *Not reported due to the high proportion of probable and suspected cases 
that are reclassified. 

ϟ
Data not available.

 
**Cases reported before 9 May 2015 are shaded blue. Due to ongoing surveillance and 

retrospective validation of cases and deaths, these totals may be subject to revision. Liberia was declared free of Ebola virus transmission in 
the human population on 3 September 2015, and has now entered a period of heightened surveillance.   
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Á Since the beginning of the outbreak there have been a total of 28 454 reported confirmed, probable, and 
suspected cases3 of EVD in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone (figure 1, table 1) up to 11 October, with 11 297 
reported deaths (this total includes reported deaths among probable and suspected cases, although outcomes 
for many cases are unknown). No new cases were reported in the week to 11 October.  

Á The total number of confirmed cases is similar in males and females (table 2). Compared with children (people 
aged 14 years and under), adults aged 15 to 44 years of age are approximately four times more likely to be 
affected in Guinea and Liberia, and three times more likely to be affected in Sierra Leone. Adults aged 45 years 
and above are approximately five times more likely to be affected in Guinea, and approximately four times 
more likely in Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

Á No new health worker infections were reported in the week to 11 October. Since the start of the outbreak a 
total of 881 confirmed health worker infections have been reported in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone; there 
have been 513 reported deaths (table 5). 

 Figure 2: Geographical distribution of confirmed cases reported in the week to 11 October 2015 

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement. 

                                                 
3Case definition recommendations for Ebola or Marburg Virus Diseases: http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-
contact-en.pdf?ua=1 

http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1
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Table 2: Cumulative number of confirmed cases by sex and age group in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 

Country 

Cumulative cases 

By sex* 
(per 100 000 population) 

By age groupϟ 
(per 100 000 population) 

Male  Female 0ς14 years 15ς44 years 45+ years 

Guinea 
1596 
(29)  

1743 
(32) 

532 
(11) 

1902 
(41) 

861 
(55) 

Liberia
§
 

1911 
(96) 

1838 
(93) 

561 
(33) 

2060 
(121) 

703 
(132) 

Sierra Leone 
4823 
(169) 

5118 
(176) 

1992 
(82) 

5636 
(218) 

2140 
(290) 

Population figures are based on estimates from the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
4 These numbers are subject 

to change due to ongoing reclassification, retrospective investigation and availability of laboratory results. *Excludes cases for which data 
ƻƴ ǎŜȄ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ϟ9ȄŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴot available. 

§
Data are until 9 May 2015. 

 
¢ŀōƭŜ оΥ /ŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ōȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘκǇǊŜŦŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ о ǿŜŜƪǎ 

  
  

Prefecture/ 
District 
 

Week 
05 
Oct 

06 
Oct 

07 
Oct 

08 
Oct 

09 
Oct 

10 
Oct 

11 
Oct Week 

41 

Contacts 
under 

follow up* 39 40        

Guinea Forecariah 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 150 

Subtotal 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 150 

Sierra 
Leone 

Bombali 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kambia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 150 
Data are based on official information reported by ministries of health. These numbers are subject to change due to ongoing reclassification, 
retrospective investigation and availability of laboratory results. *Data as of 11 October 2015 for Guinea and Sierra Leone.  

 
GUINEA 

Á Key performance indicators for the EVD response in Guinea are shown in table 6. 

Á No new confirmed cases were reported from Guinea during the week ending 11 October (table 3, table 4, 
figure 2, figure 3).  

Á A total of 150 contacts remain under follow-up in the prefecture of Forecariah (table 3), of which 118 are high 
risk. All contacts are associated with a single chain of transmission centred on the Ratoma area of the capital, 
Conakry. Over the past 42 days, 259 additional contacts have been identified in Guinea but have not been 
traced. Most of these missing contacts are located in Conakry and Forecariah. The 4 most recent cases in 
Guinea, which were reported on 26 and 27 September from 2 villages in the sub-prefecture of Kaliah, 
Forecariah, were infected by a 10-year-old girl who was an unregistered contact of a probable case linked to 
the Ratoma chain of transmission, and who travelled from Conakry to Forecariah seeking treatment.  

Á The Ebola ça suffit! ring vaccination trial is continuing in Guinea. All rings comprised of contacts and contacts 
of contacts associated with confirmed cases now receive immediate vaccination with the rVSV-ZEBOV Ebola 
vaccine. Previously, rings were randomly allocated to receive either immediate vaccination or vaccination 21 
days after the confirmation of a case. On 1 September, the eligibility criteria for the trial were amended to 
allow the vaccination of children aged 6 years and above.  

Á There were 2 (0.5%) unsafe burials reported in Guinea out of 436 reported community deaths during the week 
to 11 October, compared with 1 (0.2%) unsafe burials out of 494 reported community deaths during the 
previous week. 

Á Including both initial and repeat testing, a total of 725 laboratory samples were tested in the week to 4 
October (the most recent week for which data are available). Most tests (79% in the week to 4 October) are of 
post-mortem swabs taken to rule out EVD as the cause of death (figure 7, figure 8). Analyses of the 

                                                 
4
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http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/population.htm
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geographical distribution of samples tested indicate that no samples from live or dead suspected cases of EVD 
were tested from over half (20 of 34) of Guinean prefectures during the week to 4 October (figure 7, figure 8). 
Most of the 20 prefectures with zero samples tested are located in the north and east of the country. 
Locations of the 9 operational laboratories in Guinea are shown in figure 8.  

Á On 11 October, 26 of 34 Guinean prefectures reported at least one alert of a person or persons who showed 
any symptom compatible with EVD, or a community death. 

Á Locations of the 8 operational Ebola treatment centres (ETCs) are shown in figure 6. No health worker 
infections were reported in the week to 11 October. 

 
Table 4: Location and epidemiological status of confirmed cases reported in the 3 weeks to 11 October 2015 

Country 
Prefecture/  

District 

Sub-
prefecture/ 
Chiefdom 

Week 39 
(21 - 27 

Sept 
2015) 

Week 40 
(28 Sept -

04 Oct 
2015) 

Week 41 (5 - 11 October 2015)   

Cases 
On 

contact 
list 

Epi-
link*  

Unknown 
source of 
infectionϟ 

Confirmed 
community 

death§ 

Date of last 
confirmed 

case 

Guinea Forecariah Kaliah 4 0      27/09/2015 

Subtotal  
 

  4 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Sierra 
Leone 

Bombali Bombali Sebora 0 0      13/09/2015 

Kambia Tonko Limba 0 0      09/09/2015 

Subtotal      0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
All     4 0 0 0 0 0 0  

*Epi-link refers to cases who were not registered as contacts of a previous case (possibly because they refused to cooperate or were 
untraceable), but who, after further epidemiological investigation, were found to have had contact with a previous case, OR refers to cases 
who are resident or are from a community with active transmission in the past 21 days. 

ϟ
Includes cases under epidemiological investigation. 

§
A case that is identified as a community death can also be registered as a contact, or subsequently be found to have had contact with a 

known case (epi-link), or have no known link to a previous case.  

 
 
Table 5: Ebola virus disease infections in health workers in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 

Country Cases Deaths 

Guinea 196 100 

Liberia* 378 192 

Sierra Leone 307 221
ϟ 

Total 881 513 
Data are confirmed cases and deaths only, apart from deaths in Sierra Leone, which include confirmed, probable, and suspected deaths. 
*Data are until 9 May 2015. 

ϟ
Data as of 17 February 2015. 
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Table 6: Key response performance indicators for Guinea 

 
For definitions of key performance indicators see Annex 2. Data are given for 7-day periods. *Includes repeat samples. 

ϟ
Data missing for 0ς3% 

of cases. 
#
Outcome data missing for 0ς3% of hospitalized confirmed cases. 
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SIERRA LEONE 

Á Key performance indicators for the EVD response in Sierra Leone are shown in table 7.  

Á No new confirmed cases were reported from Sierra Leone in the week to 11 October. This is the fourth 
consecutive week that the country has recorded zero cases.  

Á !ƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 2 most recently active chains of transmission, Bombali and Kambia, 
completed 21-day follow-up as of 4 October (the last case reported in Bombali was isolated on 12 September, 
before being reported as a case on 13 September). In addition, the last case to receive treatment was 
discharged from an Ebola treatment centre in Kambia on 26 September. However, 2 high-risk contactsτone 
from Bombali and one from Kambiaτremain untraced. Efforts to trace these missing contacts and mitigate 
the risk of any undetected transmission will continue until at least 42 days have elapsed since the last reported 
case in each district.   

Á The Ebola ça suffit! ring vaccination Phase 3 efficacy trial of the rVSV-ZEBOV vaccine has now been extended 
from Guinea to Sierra Leone. Contacts and contacts of contacts associated with new confirmed cases and who 
ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ will therefore be offered the vaccine. 

Á Locations of the 10 operational Ebola treatment centres (ETCs) in Sierra Leone are shown in figure 6. No health 
worker infections were reported in the week to 11 October. 

Á [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ мсрп ƴŜǿ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ мм hŎǘƻōŜǊ όǘŀōƭŜ тύΦ aƻǎǘ ǘŜǎǘǎ όул҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ п hŎǘƻōŜǊτǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜύ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎǘ-ƳƻǊǘŜƳ ǎǿŀōǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǳǘ 9±5 ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ όŦƛƎǳǊŜ тΣ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ 
уύΦ  

Á Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ мм hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нон ŀƭŜǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9±5Σ ŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ мрпф ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ōǳǊƛŀƭǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ мрнн όфу҈ύ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΦ 

Á Locations of the 9 operational laboratories in Sierra Leone are shown in figures 7 and 8.  
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Table 7: Key response performance indicators for Sierra Leone 

 
For definitions of key performance indicators see Annex 2. Data are for 7-day periods. 

§
Two unsafe burials were reported in Western Area in 

the week to 11 October. 
ϟ
Data missing for 7ς14% of cases. 

#
Outcome data missing for 0ς77% of hospitalized, confirmed cases. 
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Figure 3: Geographical distribution of new and total confirmed cases in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement. 
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Figure 4: Confirmed weekly Ebola virus disease cases reported nationally and by prefecture from Guinea 
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Figure 5: Confirmed weekly Ebola virus disease cases reported nationally and by district from Sierra Leone 
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Figure 6: Location of Ebola treatment centres and time since last confirmed case in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone  

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement. 

 

OTHER AFFECTED AND PREVIOUSLY AFFECTED COUNTRIES 

Á Liberia was declared free of Ebola virus transmission in the human population on 3 September 2015, 42 days 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ-confirmed case completed treatment and was confirmed as EVD-negative. 
It is now 92 days since symptom onset of the last reported confirmed case (figure 6). The country has now 
entered a 90-day period of heightened surveillance. фну ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ мр 
counties in the week to 4 hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ п ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  

Á Seven countries (Italy, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America) 
have previously reported a case or cases imported from a country with widespread and intense transmission. 
On 6 October 2015, a patient who was reported as a case in the United Kingdom on 29 December 2014, and 
who later recovered, was hospitalised in the United Kingdom after developing late EVD-related complications. 
As of 13 October, a total of 62 close contacts had been identified in the UK for follow-up, of whom 26 have 
received the rVSV-ZEBOV vaccine. 


